JOHN J. FO R D. JR. 

lt< rrt A.) / 

176 HENDHitAsON AV E. 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.I..N.Y. 


Sunday, 

March 17, 1957 


Dear Clarence: 

> 

My, but you write a potent letter. 

I did not say that I disliked your book, forgive me if it sound¬ 
ed that way. Your publication is a popular one, not a scientific text. 

You did rush it somewhat, and you did make mistakes. You did not do it 
the way I would have. This does not mean that I will not plug it, all 
I can, and honestly so. I still think it is a "must” for all collectors, 
and an exceptional value for the money. Our "Nov.-Dec., '56" NUMISMA, 
which goes in the mail this week, will plug it. 

So far as the other comments received go, they do not impress me. 

The average collector and/or dealer in the U.S. knows little or noth¬ 
ing about much of anything, and you know it. TELL me what Kerksis or 
Chase think about the CSA section, what Kelly thinks about the South¬ 
ern State Notes, and I’ll listen. 

About the Kerksis manuscript, complete. I am too tired to argue 
with you. I will send you the complete manuscript, just as SK gave it 
to me, with my notes added throughout. The price is $950., payable as 
follows: 12 $100. U.S. Savings Bonds and a $50. U.S. Money Order, all 
made out to Paul Franklin, 30 Phillips Rd., Massapequa Park, L.I., NY. 

I don't give a damn what you do with it, except that you give Kerksis 
the credit he deserves, on top of the credit you deserve. Naturally, 
the RRRR Mississippi sheet goes with the deal. 

The Savings Bonds will cost you $75• each. Payment is sent to me, 
not to Franklin. 

I have no intentions in using the SK dope after selling it to you. 

What kind of a SOB do you think I am. However, if, someday I want to 
do just a CSA book, on the order of "Confederate Finance" and Chase 
combined, and I have new dope to offer (which gradually appears, as 
you know), I or anybody else can use information already published, 
just as you did with what Bradbeer published. This might happen five 
years from now, or if it^Like most of my ideas, twenty years from now. 

It might never happen. Such a historical and scientific work will come 
along by somebody, anyhow. 

You don't need a contract Clarence. You will have this letter. I am 
not going to compete with you in CSA Currency , CSA Bonds or Certificat es, 
Southern State Notes , SS Bonds or related items . Fair enough 1 I will give 








JOHN J. FORD, JR. 


(Criswell 2) 

you any help or dope that I can, in addition to the SK manuscript, if you 
want it. If you had asked for it, prior to printing your book, I would have 
proof read that for you. 

My last letter to you was stupid, and both of us know it. "What I was 
trying to say, is that I would like to see Thian's signature tables, the 
Acts of the CSA Congress, the history, and alot of what Chase tried to do 
in print someday. How this could hurt you, particularly when it would ap¬ 
pear, if it ever did, long after you left the field, I do not know. For¬ 
get what I said before, I have too much to do, to worry about competing 
with you or Grover* 

I want to put out a Standard Catalog on U.S. Coins, a Specialized book 
on Pioneer and Western Gold, Assay Bars and what not, a Canadian Catalog, 
and so on. These I have to work on. 

Buy the Kerksis manuscript, and go to it. Use anything in it, anyway you 
want* I will utilize the proceeds to satisfy my interest in California 
stuff. However, I think that I will still collect one each of CSA Bonds, 
and perhaps Southern State Bonds. 

There is little doubt in my mind that we are in agreement on the Manu¬ 
script; unfortunately, I think the sheet is a $350.-li00* item wholesale. 
Those notes will soon bring $100. each, and in sheet form, they are be¬ 
yond comparison. 


Best personal regards, 



COPY 


AIRMAIL 


March 25, 1957 


Statler Hotel 

E 

St. Louis 1, Mo. 
Dear Sir: 


Will you please make a reservation for a single room 
and bath for the undersigned who will arrive on Wednesday, 

4 ft Lr iti] . lay, . 28th. 

Will you also make a reservation for a double room 
and bath, adjoining mine if at all possible, for Messrs. 

John J. Ford, Jr. and Paul Franklin. Mr. Per : will arrive 

• -. ri] 24th, nd Mr. Franklin will a rive 

Friday, Aoril 25th. 

All three of us are attending a Convention of the 
Central States Numismatic Society. 

Will you olease acknowledge the reservations to the 
undersigned at the above address, and thanking you for your 
attention, beg to remain, 


Very truly yours, 

NEW NETHERLANDS COIN CO. ,INC. 


Charle s M. Wormser 
President 


MW*dn 
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New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


AIRMAIL 


March 29, 1957 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

We are in quite a bit of a spot and were wondering if you 
with your influence, could do something for us. 

Several days ago I wrote to the Statler as per the enclosed 
letter but have received a reply from them that we can not be accommo¬ 
dated and they have referred our reservation to the Hotel Mark Twain. 

I don’t quite understand what happened here for I should 
certainly think that one month would be more in advance than usually 
is given, and I assume that the Central States outfit simply did not 
ask for enough rooms. 

In any event, I was wondering if you could make a special 
effort to at least get John and myself located in the Hotel, in which 
event, of course, we would be willing to take a double room rather than 
as outlined in the basic letter. (If you can work what I originally 
wanted ie, a single for me and a double for John and Franklin, that 
would be particularly wonderful). 

I am especially anxious to get into the Statler since we do 
carry a great deal of merchandise and although both John and I are 
strong men, it is difficult to say the least, bringing heavy suitcases 
from one Hotel to another. 

Also, and in fact even more importantly, we do considerable 
business in the room and this phase of our operation would be completely 
eliminated in any Hotel but the Statler. 

I do hope that you will be able to accomplish something for 

us. 


I am also writing to T, ayne Johnson but am telling him that I 
have outlined the situation to you so that he should if necessary, 
coordinate his efforts With whatever you are doing. 


Let me hear from you and you know you have our appreciation 
for whatever you can accomplish. 

Wa-rm Regards. 

Creators i 


' °f Distinguished Numismatic Afuct$m?Sate Catalogues 


v Char le s/M. A orm s e r 


CMW:dn 










April 2, 1957 


Hr. Charles M. Wornser 

New Netherlands Coin Co,, Inc. 

1 West ii7th Street 
Hew York 36, New York 

Dear Charles : 

I have had to use "drag" to straighten out the situ¬ 
ation at t:e ! : 'tatler. As a favor to ne they are going 
to give you one room beginning Wednesday, April 2l|th, 
which will have two beds and one roll-away bed in it. 
There are so many conventions here they cannot give us 
decent accommodations. .c will try to improve your lot 
after you are here but since you are bed-fellows in 
business you might just as well get used to all of one 
another's eccentricities. 

I think the thing that made the Statler yield on this 
point was the fact that they would get the revenue from 
three people from the room as I was turned down several 
times before securing the room. Above all, be sure to 
register as early Wednesday as possible. You certainly 
took too long to register and that is why the difficulty 
arose. 

I, of course, am glad to have been able to accomplish 
this for you. 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 


JOHN J- FO RD, JR. 

176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.I..N.Y. 


April 5, 1957 


Mr. Clarence Criswell 
2501 Pass-A-Grille Way 
Pass-A-Grille Beach, Fla* 

Dear Clarence: 

Thanks for your letter of April 1st* 

Unfortunately, I could not see my way clear to buying the sale 
and contract agreement you put together, mostly because the total 
amount paid by you is spelled out, but no mention is made of the 
highly valuable Mississippi sheet included by me. 

Therefore, I have had prepared another agreement, which includes 
much more than what you had, and which spells details out somewhat 
clearer. Enclosed you vail find a signed and notarized copy of this 
agreement, together with your check -which I am returning. 

Upon the receipt of the 12 U.S. Savings Bonds and $50. payable 
to Franklin, I shall ship to you everything that Kerksis gave me, 
along with the few loose papers pertaining thereto, and Sydney’s 
letter. I never had any kind of an agreement with SK, just a verbal 
understanding, in that I would give him credit when the book was 
published. While I did not spell the credit angle out in the agree¬ 
ment sent to you, it is my understanding that Sydney and I will re¬ 
ceive full credit whenever the manuscript or parts of it is publish¬ 
ed. 


McCoy left a few small notebooks on CSA Currency with signer in¬ 
formation, all of which we found to have been covered much more 
thoroughly by Thian. I borrowed them from McCoy's daughter, and re¬ 
turned them some time ago. Later, I think that the old lady could 
not locate them. I did not find the McCoy data very interesting. 

I am very happy to hear that you are to be, or are already, 
married. Maybe a wife will quiet you down a bit. 

After you get the Kerksis book, it will be harder to trade bonds 
with you, but I would like to try. Do you have anything I need? 

Paul Franklin has done me several highly Important favors, at 
least one of which put money in my pocket. For that reason, I find 
this deal with you an excellent opportunity to do something for him, 
without the ensuing complications of my involvement directly. The 
Bond idea is so he will hold on to the money, at least for awhile. 



April 12, 1957 


John J. Ford Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Ave., 
Rockville Centre, L. I., 
N. Y. 


Dear John: 

I am in receipt of your letter and always am happy to hear from you. 

The deal your way is OK by me and the contract will do even though you made a lot of 
corrections on it. 1 do not anticipate having to sue you or anything of the kind, but we 
do have to have such contracts etc, since we have a law firm go over deals and they 
work in conjunction with our book keeper, etc, etc. 

Now what 1 would like for you to do is aitr mail the MSS down to me as we would like to 
work on some of the items towards the latter part of this week and we should have it by 
18th. I have enclosed several dollars in this letter to pay the postage as well as 35£ for 
a special delivery stamp. Please do not delay as I do have a lot to do with it. 

1 will still trade bonds with you and the book will not scare me off as long as it does not 
effect you to much. Of course, I will want to build our collection as well as yours and 
right now I only need 15 Aug 19th issues and 1 have enclosed my new up to date want 
list. Get on it and I will see what I can find for you if you got some that I need. 

I will take care of Sydney in our bond book as well as you. How 1 will do it is not yet set. 
However, I will do more for you that you would have done for us if you were putting out 
the book, thus it will work out. Our main interest is helping the field to grow as well as 
incrrase the serious collectors that want to learn and research. In 5 years, y u will 
look back on these deals and feel justly proud of the books and the progress accomplished. 

1 guess that is all for now so I will close. Will be looking forward to receiving the one and 
only original Kerksis-Ford Manuscript. 

Enclo: With kin d personal regards, I am 

12-$100 savings bonds. 

1-$50 Bank MO. (On NY) Yours very truly. 

Want list for bonds. 

Several bucks cash.I ! ! ! ! 

My best wishes. 

CLC/cps 


CRISWELL'S 
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New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

l West 47th Street 

New York 36, N. Y. 

Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


December U, 1958 


Mr. John J. Pittman 
It Acton Street 
Rochester l r , New York 

Dear John: 

Tnank you for your ®issesas» of November 2 '.- concerning tue 1853 .120.00 U.S. Assay 
Office B~oof which I am trying so very hard to sell you. 

I will try t o answer your vari^ uSJqaestii.ns concerning the specimen of this 
coin in your possession, in numerical sequence. Believe it or no-, this is 
absolutely the last time I am ;oing to write to you concerning this piece. 

1. The dies of the U.S. Assay Office Double Lagle, or any variation thereof, 
are, as far as I am concerned, not in existence. 

tr S 

2. Tne 1853 £2o.00 U.S. Assay Office Proof in your possession struck in 1853 
in San Francisco, California by Curcis Perry • Ward. It is not a restrike, 
and was not made at aiy other tir.e than 1853* 

3* There are presently five si o-cimens pf perfect Proofs ^Ixtant, and two 
impaired Proofs. f.cis, v. c urse, is &>** my noard. There is Iso, at least 
one and possibly two Proofs o_ the same coin, from different dies, which were 
struck in the Philadelphia Mint simultaneously with the piece in your possession. 
For illustration of the only such Philadelphia manufactured piece known to 
me, see Stack's Bell sale, December, 1911• 

1. I unconditionally guarantee iiat the coin in your possession described 
above, was absolutely struck in San Francisco in 1853, that it was the intent 
of Augustus Humbert to make a Proof impression, and that, as far as I am 
concerned, no restrikes or imitations of any sort exist* 

5* Mention will be made of these Proofs in the next edition of Standard 
Catalog. 

6. I will gladly refund your purchase price of £1100.00 for the aforementioned 
coin should any statements made by me herewith be proven untrue. This guarantee 
is absolute and without limitation. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 







New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


7* I cannot say who was present when the coins were obtained, as that 
information is nardly pertinent, 

8, I personally cleaned all five of the perfect Proofs upon receipt of same, 
by using warm water aid Ivory soap to remove finger marks and other foreign 
material from their surfaces, 

9, lour piece, as well as the others, were struck from slignly defective 
arid rusty dies. If you are interested, I can siiow you any number of Uncircu¬ 
lated or used specimens displaying „ne same manufacturing imperfections, 

10, I cannot at this time reveal how emmmniBS these pieces were * discovered*, 
The data will be published as I see fit to release it. 

I hope that all of this makes you happy, John, but to me is one big pain 
in the neck. I am surprised that you value Mike fcbiraan’a opinion so highly, 
or it it that of seme other expert? I told all of ay "friends* in Detroit to 
put up or shut up. I am still waiting for the first "Master of Intimation* 
to question the coins in writing. Barroom gossip does not bother me in the 
least. 


We will stop on the Catalog for the present. I will explain in detail 

when I 8-:e you. I would like to have you do something for me and yourself 
on the Standard Catalog re early Proofs instead of the Canadian listings 
at this time. Are you coming to our sale so we can talk things over? 




Very best personal regards. 


Very truly yours. 


JJ sMh 





October 1, 1964 

. 1 t .an, 

subject: 0.0. assay v 20 Gold Coins of 1053, 

^ I a 1 enclosing a 00 y ot a letter d t d e , . t I 

received in )e comber, 1958, from John Ford, relatrv to 1853 O.S* 

Assay office <i>20 "proofs" •- fter I a d raised questions ej'jut these 

fc3. 

lot to pu 1 

Of course, * t that tine 1 did not have access to n-ray fluorescence 
equipment to make a non-uestructlve analysis of the coin, even 

f the piece* 

In talking with John Ford on Monday, September 12, 1964, in 
i to t ther: s bember <. 23 , L i, 

. 

said that he hod heard that a number of individuals were*going to 
bo oi : uine proofs 

53* Lning s nu ., 3 

120 . . st 

- - - . jemi« f specie en 

■ - - < tly ■ sd 

b ■ ■ • ch l not to be 

genuine . 

A"proof" specimen 1853 ^0 U.o. Assay Office id ce appeared in 
the pal?- ce Collection sale (ex .dng Farouk), Lot 349 , and was 
purchased oy i . i-osoff for 250 Egyptian vounds plus government tax 
$%• . 3 2 I ... 

so, when?) y : 1 R t 1 

c ■ - - ■ : -.ray t 

... 5 * hi 

definitely^one “proof" s_ a e linen that os be accounted for from 1954 
to date. ... ..... 

si t i< ..... sc >er, 

b "ft .... coul .5 > 

P«st l .. , ... n i >t ; he ■, 11 s ecimen, 

perhaps . gosofi or someone else would .. ow to w.aom the*Bell 
specimen was sold. 

.... . ; brisk! 

... : . buai 

tne field chafed 1 *. From the illustrati n 1 
judge « 


John J.Fittmen 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


May 23, 1957 


Mr. Eric P..Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores,Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I have in front of me your letters of May 3, 13th and l4th. 

As usual, I am snowed under but will try to do the best that I can. 

1. Enclosed you will find your $10 l86l CSA note, together with my 
copy of agreement. I would still like to make this trade with you 
eventually, and wonder if you still feel the same way. In any event, 
it is probably better for you to retain the note. I do not want to 
break your heart, but I know of at least one better Ab plen in better 
condtion than your A 15, but I have not been able to get my hands on it. 

2. Many thanks for the bow tie. I wore it upon a visit to F.C.C.Boyd 
last Tuesday and he told me you had sent him a regular size one. At 
least he noticed it.' 

3. About the items Kaplan turned over to you. What Higley copy is the 
piece you mention? Are you sure that the Clinton is a Betts? Last of 
all, wha^t is a r "Robinson" copy of an Immune Columbia? The only struck 
copydies f£em this piece was made by Dr. (Singleton) Edwards. If 
any of these three pieces are other than the usual ones, I would like 
very, very much to se° them. From what you say, some body is definitely 
fouled up on the Immune. 

My Dr. Edward’s Immune is in silver, and is only the second speci e 
known to exist. The other, illustrated in Crosby, is in the Appleton 
Collection, in the Mass. Historical Society. 

If you are going to get into the Betts copies, you are going to get 
in pretty deep. 

4. There are numerous struck copies of the Mass, silver series. Some 
of these have been tastefully engraved to create additional varieties. 
Noe is also the man to talk to about these. Take a look at his books on 
the Mass, silver series, and you will get a better idea of wbat I am 
talking about. The Clay sale is a very prolific source for much of the 
New England silver chicanery. 

I am leaving on June l4th for a far western trip, ray yearly 
attempt at doing research in the field on the Pioneer gold and 
.. .r- Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues . 


related series. 

I sincerely wish that I had time to give you full assistance 
on your struck copy and similar material article. Frankly, I had not 
hoped to get into this, until Breen and I put together a specialized 
catalog on U.S. Colonial and copper coins. Am now up to my neck on -he 
gold volume in this series, which will be the first one published, i 
wish I could get you interested in being"!contributing editor in this 
venture as your assistence would be of very great value. 

Very best personal regards. 

Sincerely, 

JJF:dn John J. rord, Jr. 


p g The Miller Ryder book with Breen notations in it is one of 

several prepared by W.B. some years ago. The notations are, of course, 
now almost entirely out of date - it is.not WB's personal copy. 
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New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 


1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-Q 


February 2 7 , 1964 


AIRMAIL 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Ave. 

P. 0. Box 14020 

St. Louis, Mo. 63178 

Dear Eric: 

Please pardon the delay in answering your letter of February 

4 th. 

I will see if we can set up some kind of a trade re your four 
Hawaiian notes. Just give me time to see what I have in Missouri 
material. 

Thank you for your check for $47.^0, to cover the books, which 
I sold you at very reasonable prices. Would you kindly tell me, 
exactly what the Thian item is, that you recently obtained from 
Feldman. From his description, I can not tell what it is (or was). 

My knowledge of impact dies is based upon numerous conversations 
with various people. I have not personally handled any impact dies 
nor have I actually seen one. I have spoken to people that have, 
and am familiar with the characteristics of such items. I know 
of the several general processees by which such dies are made, but 
together with the U. S. Secret Service, would like to know who in 
this country is making them (particularly where U. S. coins are con¬ 
cerned) . 

The front page of the March 4th issue of "Coin World** is 
absolutely hilarious. 

Taxay, is giving me a hard time, and we are, as usual, way be¬ 
hind in everything. 

Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


JJFsdn 


Creators of Distinguished Numismat 0 ues 
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JOHN J. FO R D, JR. 


176 HENDRICKSON A' 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L. I 


Oct. 11, 1961; 

Mr. Eric P. Neman 
P.0. Box lli020 
St. Louis, Mo. 63178 

Dear Eric: 


Since you are the only one of the self-appointed vigilantes to have 
the decency to contact me direct, in reference to the 1853 USAOG $20, 
900 THOUS., coins, I am pleased to supply to you the following informa¬ 
tion. 


There were seven brilliant proof coins in the 1957-58 hoard that I 
(and NN) obtained through the efforts of Paul Franklin. These coins were 
all from the same obverse and reverse dies, and we found no appreciable 
difference in the die states. Some characteristics of the obverse die 

are: Left end lacking on scroll; 9 re-engraved; first 0, first punched 

too high; nick in die on rim over last S in STATES; die defective above 
E in UNITED. There are many different reverse dies for the '53 USAOG 
twenties; the reverse die used for the proofs we call "Rev. A." It can 

be easily identified by a tiny tit near the top of the right stand of 

the letter "M" of UNITED, and three dash-like defects above (and to the 
left of) the "C H of CALH r 0RNIA. There are also two fine die breaks at 
the bottom of the reverse, in the peripheral field. 


I explained to you how these coins were purchased on the telephone. 

All were wrapped in old, yellowed linen hankerchiefs. The weight of each 
piece was marked in lead pencil on the hankerchiefs; there were some no¬ 
tations as to alloy differences re these seven coins. Franklin was not 
able to get the hankerchiefs, nor was he able to obtain a family journal, 
which would be a very fruitful source of data. However, he did manage to 
copy down the weight of each of these proof coins, from the hankerchiefs. 
As soon as we got the coins to the office, Walter Breen and I weighed 
each of them. Subsequently, the coins were sold, with the exception of 
two specimens, which are now both in my personal collection. I will list 
the seven proofs, and give you the weight of each as obtained with the 
coin, as weighed by Breen and myself, and tell you to whom we initially 
sold each piece. Where possible, I vd.ll tell you the present whereabouts 
of each specimen: 


518J Grains (WB-JF) Hankerchief 518 Grains 


516 

516 

5iUi 

5iU 

515 

515 

5161 

516 

516} 

5161 


Ford coll. 

Ford coll. 

NN to E. Landau, to NN, to Jake 
Bell, to J, H. Murrell* 

NN to W. .Amelingneier, to Jim 
Sloss, 2/3/59, at $1200. 

PF to Mike Kolman, 8/15/58, at $1200. 
• NN to R. Yablum, Yablum to Stack's, 
to J. H. Murrell* 


JO 


J. FORD, JR. 


EPN 2 


5l6 3/1* Grains Hankerchief 5l6-§ Grains NN to H. Clifford, 3/3/58, 

at $1100. 

* One of the Murrell coins was sold to Kagin-Hollinbeck at the 1961* 

ANA (Cleveland) Convention, together with other Pioneer gold coins. 

To my knowledge, Murrell owns his second piece, and both Sloss and 
Clifford still 07 m their examples. I do not know the present whereabouts 
of the Kolman specimen (which is the only one out with the exact correct 
weight of 516 grains). 

The Kolman specimen was from a hankerchief marked ”.020 Thous. Copper.” 
Ihile we believe that all seven pieces were struck in Philadelphia, and 
that these were made in different silver-copper alloy ratios, this piece 
is the only one which we were able to obtain the original alloy notation 
on. (Standard U.S. Mint alloy for goldj 900/1000 - .050 silver - .050 copp 
er to .033 silver - .067 copper.) Our source, with whom Franklin had quite 
a discussion, remembered reading about a controversy in 1853, at the USA0G 
concerning the amount of copper alloy needed for the 900 Thous. coins, in 
order to conform with (then) existing U.S. law. 

Subsequent to the unearthing of the seven proofs, a number of highly 
attractive "Proof-like" first strikes were obtained from the original 
source, and friends of his, including his banker. (The original owner 
turned in $ll*,000. to $15,000. in gold coin, in 1933-31*.) These were 
from various reverse dies. Probably the best of them -was sold to Bob 
Batchelder in 1962 - 63 . It was from the reverse die with a dash-like 
mark between TE of UNITED. Another, handled first strike, was sold to 
Gaston DiBello at the 1958 ANA (LA) Convention, for $225.00. Many of 
the "Proof-like" specimens have changed hands as proofs. 

In response to an inquiry by L. S. Werner, I wrote a letter to El¬ 
ston Bradfield, which was printed in the August, 1963 issue of "The Nu¬ 
mismatist," on pages 1090-91. An earlier reference, in the same magazine, 
to the 1853 USA0G $20, 900 THOUS. proofs, can be found in the April, 19- 
09 issue, page 111. Further information can be found in Part IV, "Pattern 
and Experimental Pieces of California, 181*9-53" of "Private Gold Coinage 
of California, 181*9-55" by E. H. Adams. (See pages 10U-106.) 

I obtained a large number of USA0G and Moffat-USAOG coins, patterns 
and trials, in both gold and lead, together with the seven proofs. In¬ 
cluded a proof twenty, in silver, reeded edge, with 900 clearly over 
881* (THOUS.). The lead trials (which I still have) are identical with 
those in the Joseph C. Mitchelson coll., which is on display in the Con¬ 
necticut State Library in Hartford. I do not have duplicates of all of 
the Mitchelson pieces, but I have many lacking in the Mitchelson lot. All 
are of identical style and fabric. 



JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

EPN 3 

All of the pieces that Franklin found (that were different) have been 
carefully photographed and listed. I have a filing cabinet of information 
on various unknown Pioneer coiners and mints, and in particular have much 
on the USAOG. However, there is considerable information I have not had a 
chance to develop, most of it in the National Archives... Eleven years ago 
I obtained a microfilm of Humbert’s USAOG records (which Adams could not 
locate), together with other data. 

If you wish, you can examine my files upon your next vist east, in con¬ 
nection with the proof (and related) coins. Even so, I do not wish' to have 
my discovery material published at this time. My reasons for this are quite 
easy to understand: (a) the source for most of the items unearthed is still 
very much alive, and I am trying to locate similar material, and (b) there 
are many loose ends to be covered, before the stoiy could (or should) be 
told. Finally, I have instructed aLl of my friends and clients to cooperate 
fully with requests for coins to be photographed and examined. 

Unfortunately, I must question the intent of your fellow inquisitors. 
With possibly two exceptions, these gentlemen are not in the pursuit of 
numismatic knowledge. In fact, at least two of them represent the epitome 
of numismatic ignorance. In order to keep premature conclusions and in¬ 
discreet statements to a minimum, any such that come to hand will be 
promptly referred to our attorneys. 

For years, I have tried to put a little something back into the coin 
game which has been so good to me. Charles Worraser has encouraged this 
type of thinking, and I think that our sale catalogues speak for them¬ 
selves. It seems ironic that the some of the baser elements in our hobby 
should be allied with serious numismatic minds in an investigation which 
seems senseless, and which seemingly must be carried on in a clandestine 
manner. 

I am sorry that I gave you a hard time on the telephone, but there 
are times I get so disgusted that I wonder -what I am doing in the rare 
coin business. There are many stables that could be cleaned, and I honest¬ 
ly feel that some of your associates could commence operations in their 
own backyards. 


Keep in touch- 
Best personal 



k>rd, Jr, 



October 16, 196U 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 
176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New York 

Cear John: 


Thank you for your letter of October 11, 196L. 

It indicates your willingness to cooperate in a determin¬ 
ation of facts relative to the $20 18 o 3 9*3* Assay -natter. 

I have distributed the fact portions of your letter to 
Sloes, Pittman, and Fuld, in accordance with my statement 
to you over the telehone and to which you had no objection. 

In your humorous way, you charge me, personally, 
with being a self-appointed vigilante in this instance. 

While I ordinarily welcome that charge in coin research, 
it is not true in the matter as to these coins, as my 
opinion was solicited. As you know, this organization’s 
interest is in numismatic facts, not rumors, whitewash, 
or personalities. Your statement over the telephone that 
I was in Pittsburgh,at some meeting at which the pieces 
were discussed, is fiction. 

Any further data which you can furnish will be 
of interest. 

Kindest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


October 19, 1964 


Mr. J. J. Pittman 
4 Acton St. 

Rochester 15, N.Y. 

Dear John; 

I have forwarded considerable data concerning the origin of 
the 1853 $20. USAOG Proof coins to our mutual friend, Eric P. Newman. 
Eric was kind enough to call me up, and to advise me about the "in¬ 
vestigation. 11 I am perfectly willing to cooperate, as I have absolutely 
nothing to hide. 

I have also advised all of my friends and N.N. clients to like¬ 
wise cooperate. In return, I would appreciate the dissemination of a 
few words of caution, particularly to indiscreet people like George 
Fuld and Sol Kaplan. I know that there are some very anxious 
"vigilantes" but I would suggest that they be very sure of their con¬ 
clusions, before they indiscriminately use the word "counterfeit." 

In the interest of tracking down and exposing counterfeit gold 
coins, I am sending you photographs of fraudulent Parsons i Co. fifty 
and twenty dollar gold pieces. These were sent to me by Sam Pressman, 
of Cleveland. I know the pieces well, they were manufactured in 
Pueblo, Colorado, and one similar to them was handled by a PNG member. 

I believe that the specimens illustrated been handled by Bill Barber 
and Sidney Smith. At l<*ast one of them has been offered to customers 
of ours, and I have heard of their existence and availability from 
other sources. 

You do not have to sit up nights to establish the authenticity 
of these pieces. You, or Abe Kosoff, can write to Mr. Pressman, and 
ask him at what show these coins were photographed. You can then 
take it from there. 

If you have any need of further information concerning 1957-58 
USAOG "find," please don’t hesitate to call upon me. a 

Very best personal regards. 


Very truly yours, 


JJFsdn John J. Ford, Jr. 

11 == : Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 








Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 west 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


AIR MAI L 


October 23, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Dear Eric : 


I have been on the point of telephoning you several times 
but John has requested that he be here when I did so. However, 
his appearances in the office are spasmodic to say the least and, 
in addition, when he does come in things are so hectic that I just 
had not gotten to translating my intention into action. 


In any event, I was shocked to hear of your bad fortune. 

What can I say to you other than the fact that I do hope the culprits 
will be apprehended and that in some way what had been before can be 
restored in every respect. 

Do give my regards to your Lovely Lady and be assured of 
my warm thoughts for the two of you as always, 


CMW:dn 



Charles/ M. Wormser 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 







Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 

November 20, 1964 


Mr. Art Kagin 

Suite 400 Royal Union Bldg. 

Des Moines 9, Iowa 

Dear Art: 

As you may or may not have heard, Dr. James Sloss formed a 
group to investigate the Proof 1353 900 Pine USAOG double eagles. 
Members of this group included George Fuld and John Pittman? 3ric P. 
Newman and Abe Kosoff were also called in. Dr. Sloss questioned 
the authenticity of his Proof coin, after examining a dubious Semi- 
Proof specimen at the recent ANA Convention. Apparently, the "c^mi- 
Proof" coins which have also appeared in recent years, are suspect. 

Eric P. Newman has made some significant discoveries concern¬ 
ing the method of manufacture of the dies used to make the Proof 
pieces, his findings were made by the examination of two of the 
original Proofs, on* or two "Semi-Proofs," and a number of circulated 
examples. Newman*s findings are tentative, and far from complete, 

\either Eric p. \ T ewman, or any other member of the group, have seen 
the -reat proportion of items discovered in 1 953 nor hav they exam¬ 
ined similar material in the tional Museum, in the Mltchelson 
Collection in Hartford, Conn., or, in fact, five of the original seven 
Proof examples. 

Since New Netherlands Coin Company sold these coins, we com¬ 
pletely welcome a thorough and complete investigation. To this end, 
we have furnished data from our records, concerning these Proof coins, 
including the names of the people to whom we sold them years ago. We 
have no doubt of their authenticity, but since these pieces were 
obviously of an experimental nature, and not regular issue, any in¬ 
formation concerning them will be welcome. 

Unfortunately, this investigation has not been completely 
conducted in a scientific and objective manner. Conclusions have 
been reached without a proper knowledge of the facts, and what is 
most important, these conclusions were reached without access to 
more than a small percentage of the facts. 

;arly this week, Mr. George Fuld, on his personal assumption 
that the coins under discussion were presumably fraudulent, turned 
the coins in his possession for study over to the U. S. Secret Service, 
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New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 
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in Cleveland. This unfortunate incident complicates and possibly 
clouds what could have been a systematic, scientific, private 
investigation. 

We are contacting the Secret Service, and suggesting that 
the investigation of these items be handled by Dr. Clain-Stefanelli, 
who has access to the highly technical equipment needed to get at 
many of the facts. Dr. Gtefanelli has had experience in this 
specific field, as he furnished much of the data that settled the 
famous Jorris, Gregg = Norris controversy of a couple of years ago, 

We intend to furnish as much Information as possible directly to 
Eric P. 'iewm&n and recommend that he collaborate with Dr. wtefanelli. 

We deplore the premature, hasty and unfortunate action of 
Mr. Paid. We find it hard to understand the statements of Mr. Fuld 
and Dr. Sloss concerning these coins, which are seemingly based upon 
hasty conclusions derived from only partial information. We apologize 
not only for any annoyance caused by the way this investigation has 
been handled to date, but in advance for any inconvenience that might 
be caused by the indiscretion of Mr. Fuld. 

The writer willrrobabiy need to borrow back the coins under 
discussion for analytic photography. Your patience, cooperation and 
understanding is not only requested but will be very much appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 


John J. Ford, Jr. 

JJFidn 


ccs tO! 

Mr. John H. Murrell 
Mr. Oenry H. Clifford / 
Mr. Trie P. Newman ^ 

Mr. A. K os off 
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JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

. Atuvri 


November 23, 1961; 


Mr. Eric P. Neman 
P.0. Box ll|.020 
St. Louis, Mo. 63178 

Dear Eric: 


As per our telephone conversation of last Thursday evening, I am 
sending you the following lead trial pieces of the U.S. Assay Office 
of Gold. 

D-w/f . 

< 3 q ~j (a) $20. Regular dies, obv. and rev. "Fineness” (881* or 900) effaced 
in scroll. Struck on large (l*lmm) flan without collar. 

>0 v-o 0 3 ) $50. Obv. as last, but with 900 on scroll and "50" substituted 
in die for TWENTY. Rev. blank. Similar strike to last. 


V? 


(c) $50. Obv. as last, with 900 and £0, but struck upon a large 
round planchet with crude milling and reeded edge, 1*3.5mm. 

Rev. Similar milling; MOFFAT & CO. 

(cl) $20. size trial. A. HUMBERT U.S. ASSAYER around target. TH0US. 
above; D0LS. / GOLD below. 000 before THOUS. 000 after DOLS. 
Rev. As regular 1853 $20. "2" stamped in bottom engine turning, 
inverted. Thick (5ran) planchet; reeded edge. 



W (e) 

vs 

7 


As preceding (d), but 0000 following DOLS. "2" on rev. at top. 

$20. size trial. Like two previous, but different obv. die. T 
of HUMBERT right of 0 of THOUS. etc. Obv. "0" stamps as last. 
Rev. As regular 1853 $20. "3" stamped in top engine turning. 
Thick (l*.25mm) planchet; reeded edge. 


All of these pieces were obtained by Paul Franklin from the same 
source as the questioned twenties. I had these in mineral oil and wax, 
in an attempt to halt their deterioration. Since this has resulted in 
limited success, I plan to send them to Charles Frank, C/o Coingard 
Industries, Inc., 1*36 New Lots Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207. Frank cleans 
and treats coins, and I'll let him do what he can with these. Then, I'll 
get them photographed. Perhaps, it would be best if you sent them direct¬ 
ly to Frank. If you do not hear from me to the contrary, send them to 
Frank when you’ / ?xhished studying them. 


These coins are for you to examine only. Do not let them leave your 
hands. 


Be objectiveI 


\ Mr. Charles Frank, C/o Coingard Industries 

FROM 

JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

NUMISMATIST 

176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE. N. Y 

TO \ 

' L% 'lev? Lots Avenue 

\ Brooklyn, Now York 11207 


SUBJECT: 

DATE:_ 


m°t Pear &•. Rf»iki 


It was a pleasure to talk to you on the telephone this morning. In accordance wi th_ 

our conversation, I m sending you the following four LEAD items, •which X would like 
vor to clean, restoring them as close as possible to their original c ondition. I v/onld- 

also life to have then protected against further oxidation* 

(1) Inrot, 35 x iq.fraa* 1856* BLAKE fc CO* Uni face* 

(2) Ingot, iO x 63*fet* 1856* BLAKE A CO, Rev* BLAKE L CO, in curved logotype, incuse 

five times* 


(3) Obverse of splasher for unpublished Half Dollar. Liberty head to 1*, with large 
single star on coronet* No date* 

i h) Reverse of last. _, ' bmal Heraldic Tagle •acin ^JxGlCij r . scro ll w itho ut le g end._ 

HALF DDL. below. 


I would very much appreciate your calling me when you receive these items. My hone 
.. phone number is 5l6 RQrk-898B* ___ 

Mr* Eric P. Newman of St. Louis is currently studying six other lead trial pieces* 

I have requested him to forward these to you, when he is finished with they. These am 
all coins, ranging in size from that of a twenty dollar gold piece to k3*5bsu Please 
call me when you receive these. _ 

The enclosed are valued at $1350* The six pieces that you will receive from Newman 
are valued at 82750. 

RETURN TO ->► SIGNED 



DATE 


SIGNED 


gravarc y AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBON S INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


























































Dr. V. Clain-Stjafanall i 

FROM 

JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

NUMISMATIST 

176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 

TO 

Smithsonian Institution 

arshinc-fcon 25, T).C. 


SUBJECT: : 

DATE: 'IQV. ?6, 19&i _ 


FOLD I Dear Valt 


I as aending to you, herewith, copy of my most recent letter to Fric P. Se-vman. 

In ease you have fbrgottan, there were seven brilliant Proof IS 1 ?3 320. U -AOC- pieces 

found in 1958. Two of these -sera examined by Pittman. Homan and Ftslri. and arc probably 

both now jn the hands of the -Secret Service* These are the Sloss and Carland specimens. 

I own two, as the enclosure inriinatea. The re;saini-ng three are ouned bv the Karin Bros. , 
John K. liurrell and Henry H» Clifford* There are also two pieces which I believe to be 

impaired "Proofs," plus several first strikes* 

be have riavel oped the negat-iras of the..-.shots t aken y es t erday, a rm they a m ex c ell ent* 
It is ray intention to photograph at the same degree of enlargement, each of the seven 

Proofs, plus several of the impaired Proofs and first strikes, pins a few regular, need 

pieces. In addition, -Be need exact eights and an analysis of the composition of each 

pertinent coin (non-destructive) pins X-ray diifrae tome try Cor a similar process) to _ 

determine if each and every coin is actually a struck niece 11 Best re cards- 

RETURN TO -> SIGNED 


DATE 


SIGNED 


SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 

GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 











































Mr. Eric P. Neman 

FROM 

JOHN J. FORD, JR. 

NUMISMATIST 

176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 

TO 

liOO Washington Avenue 

P.0. Box llt02D , St. Louis. Mo. 63178 


SUBJECT: 1853 USAOG Proof £20. investigation_ 

DATE: Nov. 26, 19-61 1 - 


FOLD ^ _ Dear Eric: ___ 

Yesterday, I dug out my two Proof coins, which I have numbered TG-122, TG-123 in my in- 
_ ventory. Both pieces were struck from the same obverse and reverse dies, but can he . t ol d 

apart by "lint marks" on the obverse. For purposes of identification, these are: 

_ TG-122 Obv, diagonal hair from r. stand of first A in AMERICA _„_ 

TG-123 Obv. hair from top of second T in TWENTY 

_ I will get them weighed down to a ~ of a grain, which I think should be close enough fn -r 

our purposes. 

_ I also dug out my trial strike in silver, inventory TGT/P-llli. This piece, in my^ opininn, 

is an earlier strike from the same dies as the two gold Proofs. On the obverse, clear 

-traces of th e. 88JU. under the 9 QQ a re vi sibl e , p articularly u nder, the-two Q ' s . The r everse 

of this piece has the "tit" (diagonal dash) between TE of UNITED. The gold Proofs lack 
_ th i s , die mark, but have other defects ...along th e to p of CA of CA LI FO R N IA. T ha d always be- 

lieved that these two different characteristics identified two different reverse dies, but 
_ now realize that the both reverses are one and the same, the "tit" variant, ha-mg t.hp __ 

latter state. 

_ I photographed all three pieces at a diameter of Il§» and will sand yrm a sat, nf 

prints. I also photographed (at high magnification) the reeded edges of TG-123 and TGT/P- 
-These pho tos will in d icat e,_ I believe, that different collars wp-pp. used for these 

coins. I will send you a print showing both edges. 

_ It is my current feeling that investigation will reveal that t.hp Pronf.^ -tvn-j ai ,<a^ 

other coins, from what we shall call the "1958 hoard" will settle into two different 
_.groups, a s represented by the die state differences between the twn gnlri pipr eP 

cribed above and the earlier struck silver die trial. Used twenties, from outside sources 
-may fall inbetween these two .groups, as, of course, may soma nf thP hnarri r.n-in*. 

PLEASE REPLY TO -> SIGNED 



DATE 


SIGNED 


!RAYARC co.SSk^K. y AND PINK COPIES WITH ca RBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 




















































January 7, 1965 


Mr. John J.Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rookville Centre 
Long Island, New lork 

Bear John* 

lou were nice to bring up the A.N.A. matter in your 
letter of December 30, and I appreciate your confidence. 
Frankly, ray office work just does not leave any time to 
campaign or, as you put it “hustle for the job," which means 
convention attendance, solicitation of votes, and other pol¬ 
itical efforts. 

I am enclosing, for your library, my latest bit of 
writing on the Plantation l/2lith Real and, in the February, 
Numismatist, you will see ray article on the Elephant Token 
and impact forgeries. 

As to the U.S.A.O.G. matter, I aa glad you are slowly 
getting further into the study. I have stopped work for the 
present in order to learn what the Secret Service's position 
is and what information G.F. gave them with the coins. I am 
told G.F. is steadily improving and I hope he can get well 
and stay moderate in his numismatic activity. 

I have not seen or had any outline or text of what 
George was going to say at G.E.M.A. and would have oppossed 
it unless the group was consulted beforehand. 

As to any ideas George had from tests he had made, I 
am not holding out. I just do not have the right to comment 
on his feelings without the group including George discussing 
the matter and feel that members of the group objected to 
George's action with the Secret Service for the same reason. 
In addition, George might not have been lOOJi well and it would 
not be fair to hold him to whatever he did or was planning 
if he was sick. I can barely read his handwriting much less 
understand what he is talking about when he talks on many 
things at the same time. I still need more facts on the 
U.S.A.O.G. pieces. 


- 2 - 


January ?, 1965 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 


Though you way have had or may have financial involve¬ 
ment in some of the U.S.A.O.G pieces, as long as you want 
to cooperate in studying them, you are keeping your skirts 
clean. 


I have taken a few pictures of the lead U.S.A.O.G. 
which you sent me for study and enclose a set of prints. 

As you will see, one has to b e^ffrer again. 

I will come to see you in New York the first time I 
am there. 

Smile - you just had FUN. 

My best to you, and Charles. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


B?N/&tb 



January 15, 196$ 


Mr*John J. Ford, Jr. 
176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, New Xork 

Dear Johns 


I want you to know that the opinion 
of the General Counsel of the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment is that the Secret Service does not have 
jurisdiction over United States Assay Office 
gold coinage and, therefore, will return the 
pieces which were turned over to them. 

I have completed ray study of the 
lead pieces and will shortly send them as 
you directed, unless I hear from you to the 
contrary. 


Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 



Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


February 3» 1965 


Hr. Ronnie Carr 
P. 0. Box 1113 
Tulare, Calif. 

Dear Ronnie: 

I have your letter of January 2?th, concerning my two letters to 
you of January 25th. 

I still take issue with you, concerning not "several" spurious 
USAOG 1853 120. gold pieces, but concerning only "one." Mr. Pittman, 
in my conversations with him as 1 te as last December, indicated to 
me that he is not so sure that there are any positively false pieces, 
although he has long "questioned" the proofs. Your statement "BEWARE 
OF SPURIOUS SPECIMENS IN PROOF,” may protect the innocent, but does 
little for my reputation as the man who originally had and sold all 
five of the pertinent proofs, plus most of the first-strikes that have 
in some instances, been resold as proofs. I do not know who the nameless 
innocents are, but I do knew that I value my professional reputation. If 
you are so convinced, that say, Hank Clifford’s specimen is spurious , why 
not be a sport, and write me a letter telling me so. In fact, why not 
make it a notorized statement, if it is a fact as you suggest. If it is 
an allegation, and not a fact, then it should not have been presented 
as a fact in your listing. So far, all of the allegations are predicated 
upon he res ay, which is predicated upon total ignorance. George Fuld, who 
had some density tests run on two of the five proofs, came up with very 
hasty conclusions. The only intelligent thing that has been done con¬ 
cerning these pieces, was done when Fuld (and his friends) invited Eric 
Newman to study them. Thank God, that Fuld was removed from circulation 
before he could present his hasty conclusions as definitive criteria. 

Scientific opinion is not decided by pollsters . I think I have 
seen about as much pioneer gold as any one living, and X know that I 
now have photographs of more pieces than any one else. It is strange, 
that I have never seen any of the casts that you mention. It is even 
more strange that Stacks, who have handled more pioneer gold than any 
combination of dealers, have never seen any. 

Finally, your statement ”1 personally feel that any coin in doubt 
should be found spurious until proven beyond a doubt genuine,” is 
absolutely extraordinary. I have always believed that in our system of 
jurisprudence, a man is presumed innocent until convicted of guilt. 
Conversely, I would assume that a coin or a painting, or what not, should 
be presumed genuine, until proven false. 
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New Netherlands Coin Co,, Inc, 


Pape 2, 


I could, at any time, prove where these particular coins came 
from, where they originated, with enough ephemera, to convince even 
the most skeptical, however, since there are still other items at 
the source, I see no reason why I should do so. 

Frankly, I am too busy trying to get some positive work done, 
nd do net have the time to waste to continue fighting complaints 
and allegations. Since Dick /eoman has expressed enough confidence 
in me, to let me be the "TSAR" of the "Standard Catalogue," I think 
it would be very unfair for me to try and influence you or the members 
of your committee. If all this was an objective analysis, without 
personal bias being interjected as fact, I might feel differently. 

We have enough "experts" plying their wares now, and honestly, 1 am 
getting disgusted with controversy. I much prefer, the "modus 
operand!" of an Eric Newman, to the repeated barbs of the amateurs. 

I ar, sorry, Ronnie, but I have been all through this before, and 
both the tune and the lyrics are becoming boring. 

Hoping that you understand at least part of my viewpoint, I 

remain 


Very truly yours, 


JJF:dn 


John J. Ford, Jr 


cc - Brie Newman 
Dick Yeoman 



Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc, 


SUITE 401 


1 WEST 47TH STREET 

New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


AIRMAIL 


April 2, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

c/o Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 

Dear Eric: 

Under separate cover, I am having shipped directly to you, 
the set of four Reprints by Davis, and “Money Supply in the 
American Colonies before 1720,“ by Nettels. These will cost 
you $57.50, $7.50, and $1.00 for postage. This totals $66.00. 

I did not mean to give you quite as hard a time on the 
telephone, as I gave you last week. However, you make me pretty 
angry! I still do not like the way your USAOG investigation is 
being handled. I resent bitterly the secrecy concerning the 
Tobias piece, and I equally resent the “don't tell Ford” type 
of deals. Win, lose or draw, I will never like the lousy way 
that my so-called "friends” have treated me in this affair. 

I have never asked for a white-wash of anything, but I have 
expected and do expect decent treatment. This pertains not only 
to the "investigation," but to other lines of endeavor as well. 

Some day, Eric, you will wake up, and find out that I do not 
like being played for a fool. I learned quite a bit while in the 
service, but probably the most important single thing, was the 
meaning of the word “loyalty.” 

Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


J JF:dn 
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December 19, 1966 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

1?6 Hendrickson five nue 
Rockville Center, I.ong Island 
New York 

Re: Garland vs, lljen 


Dear John* 

Ronnie Carr, as Chairmen of the PNG Panel in 
the above matter wrote on December 13, 1966 asking 
us to send you photos of the three Kagin $20 USAOO 
pieces. The photos of both sides of the coin 
marked proof are enclosed, e are having the others 
printed and will send them. 

Beat wishes for the Holiday Season. 

Sincerely, 


ERIC P. HEWHAff NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


EPN 

atb 


CCt Mr, 


Ronnie Carr 




December 27, 1966 


Hr# John J# Ford, Jr# 

1?6 Hendrickson 'venue 
Rockville Center, Long Island 
New Terk 


Re» Garland vs# Ryan 


Dear Johns 

In accordance with our December 19, 1966 letter, 
we ere onclosing large prints of both sides of #17 
end #18 which are the other two £egin U3AQQ $20 pieces, 
io doubt you already received the Jl6 pictures which 
were sent. 

We would like to have,for our further study, 
prints of the pictures which you had in Chicago cover¬ 
ing the two gold and one silver $20 USjlOG pieces which 
you said you owned* 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. HSWH/W MUMTSfliiriC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


£?M 

«tb 


CC* Hr. Ronnie Carr 



_Ar:R 


A 


'J ) V : 
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Post Office Box 1 113 
Tulare. California 
Telephone 686-2924 


. 7o v n. J. ?ord, «?r* 
rcnrfckervn Ave. 
rvllTo Centro, 1* I*, New York 


April 13, 1#7 


•r offer to lot our pa*>ol v.U-lt vrith you tt your home to e**.-' ie 
the i i c nation you r.xz £n rag n3a to tie USACG r att< r «■ o' cay 
elated* 1 x" eorry that r war the only one in a pos it n 
t ait< , rislt intari stii ar it . ' lie* 

r r'T.,1 feels it vtrelcl ho a rcstur© of good will I f you oxtended a 
lax ’ . . oa to rlc •' • . uu I Ur -■ jri< iaa at coon 

•the r witupaa; lie and info motion yum tate on tho UCAOn rralject* 

. e Aould .6 a spilled ty cur yonol if you would write to >ric \,~d 
stc if ito^cpCld l*a cetup fox* hie vleit. 


Ation will he soefc eicccrely aoc-crtcd, I remain. 



fiid o Carr, Cpr. 


co! co A* Y^ung 

*- ; r. -'rio V. 'Jordan 
* :. J-estor rerkin 
‘ r. orbort Parpen 


for the Carland-%an natter 


J.A. No. 46932 


fT{>e irUiclos 'dfouei 


C.S.N.A No. 1050 
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G radually, during the past few years, we have become one of the most 
active, if not the largest dealer, in the pioneer and territorial gold field. 
Not only have we handled many of the better known rarities, but it has been our 
good fortune to devise a system of unearthing numerous unique pieces not previ¬ 
ously known to Edgar H. Adams, Waldo Newcomer, Virgil Brand, Fred Boyd, 
or anyone else. In this connection, we might state that we have handled the most 
fabulous items imaginable. Some of them were published for the first time in the 
Whitman guide book, and in the westerners brand book, Los Angeles Corral, 
1961. Others will appear in the forthcoming nineteenth edition of the standard 
catalogue. 

Branching out from the regular privately-made gold coins, we were the first 
dealers to dig out, popularize, and deal in western assay ingots. In addition, we 
have scrutinized pioneer patterns and trials, unofficial coin dies, assay ingot punches, 
paper money privately made in the western states prior to 1890, and even bar and 
ingot moulds. Of late we have gone even further in our search for anything 
connected with the “Money of the West.’’ We are keenly interested in the historical 
data and background contained in letters, correspondence, drafts, checks, broad¬ 
sides, directories, and even contemporary newspapers. We own what could easily 
be considered the most comprehensive library on “Western Numismatic Americana’’ 
in existence. 

Pioneer gold, particularly rare pioneer gold, requires top-notch clients. We 
found the coins and ingots—and we have found the customers. Our clients, 
mainly because they are our clients, are well informed. They know that we deal 
in documented facts, not fanciful conversation. If the item is GOOD, we can pay a 
GOOD price on their behalf. 

It will pay you to contact us if you have any of the following 
items, or know where to locate them! 

• “Common” Pioneer or privately made gold coins in superlative condition; 
Ex. Fine to Proof. 

• Pioneer Gold rarities in any condition. 

• Unlisted and/or unpublished Pioneer Gold. 

• Assay bars and ingots. 

• Pioneer patterns and trials; in any metal. 

• Western paper money, script, certificates, drafts. 

• Any ephemera connected with the Numismatic West; from Assayer's letter 
punches to broadsides and even pertinent newspaper accounts. 

IF IT’S WORTHWHILE,*IT WILL PAY YOU TO DEAL DIRECT! 

(Offers, appraisals, correspondence, transactions, in confidence) 







REMEMBER, 

WE BUY AND SELL 


INDIAN TRADE TOKENS, 

INDIAN PEACE MEDALS, 

POST TRADER AND SUTLER TOKENS, 

"CONDITION" PIONEER GOLD, 

PIONEER GOLD RARITIES, 

UNPUBLISHED PIONEER GOLD, 

ASSAY BARS AND INGOTS, 

PIONEER PATTERNS AND TRIALS,’ 

WE BUY, AS ASSOCIATION ITEMS 

WESTERN PAPER MONEY, SCRIPT, DRAFTS, 

WELLS FARGO & CO. OFFICE SEALS, 

TERRITORIAL BANKING SEALS, 

WELLS FARGO & CO., AND ASSAYER'S, SCALES, 

MINER'S POCKET SCALES, 

WELLS FARGO SHOTGUNS, CHESTS, 

FIREARMS WITH WESTERN ASSOCIATION, 
WESTERN DIRECTORIES, 


PLUS, 

other memorabilia of the American West — numismatic or otherwise — including 
anything connected with assaying, express covers, letters and correspondence, 
diaries, immigrant guides. 

WE WANT TO SEE AND RECORD 

QUESTIONABLE PRIVATELY AAADE GOLD COINS, 

FANTASY OR FALSE ASSAY BARS AND INGOTS, 

AND 

ANY ITEM OF INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE IN THE FIRST 
TWO CATEGORIES WHETHER OR NOT IT IS FOR SALE. 

AUTHENTICATION AND INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE 

REGARDING ANY NUMISMATIC ITEM OF THE AMERICAN WEST. 

New Netherlands coin co • inc • 


ONE WEST 47TH STREET 


ORK 36, N. Y. 


Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 


1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


December 3, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores,Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I am doing something rather unorthodox, but I 
believe that I am doing the right thing. 

Enclosed, you will find a photostat of the first 
two pages of a recent letter written to me by Paul Franklin. 
Paul wrote this letter following a telephone conversation 
with me, in which I advised him of the lengths to which the 
"inquisitors” were going, and had gone. 

You do not know Paul Franklin, and perhaps reading 
his letter, might give you an insight into the man. I did 
not know that he was writing this letter, and I believe that 
he wrote it when he felt both deeply hurt and angry. 

I have since written to Franklin and told him not to 
get too excited, as the situation was under control. 


Very best personal regards. 


JJF:dn 



Enel. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 







Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 West 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


December 30, 1964 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
400 Washington Ave . 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I just wanted to drop you a quick line, before I left for the Florida 
Convention. 

I have been too busy to work on the USAOG situation, but I am collect¬ 
ing photographs. I also discovered another very interesting Pattern, of 
the USAOG, which was given me as a gift back in 1958. Please go slow, until 
I get a chance to send vou some material and data. I am endeavoring to 
obtain either a copy of (or information concerning) what Fuld wanted to talk 
about, but have not as fet been successful. I can only assume, since you do 
not wish to level with me, that Fuld had at least one of the Proofs tested 
and came up with the conclusion that the coin was a cast, and/or that the 
alloy was incorrect. Since the possibility is very strong, that the pieces 
could have been struck from a cast planchet or a partly rolled strip, I 
would like to know specifically what Fuld was hanging his hat on, and why 
I “should keep my skirts clean.'* This last quotation is from you, as you 
well know. 

Aside from the above, which continues to nettle me, I would like to 
leave you with a friendly thought. Only today, did I become aware of the 
letter of September 3rd last, to you from Charles M. Johnson, concerning 
your running for the ANA Board of Governors in 1965. I do not know why 
you feel the attainment of such a position would conflict with your 
affiliation at the ANS. In txutii, you are badly needed at_fcha_top level 
the ANA, as I consider theYactivities in comparison* aEth^Society, 
relatively aw importanto YOU BELONG ON THF ANA BOARD OF GOVERNORS, and you 
and I botn“TTnow it. The only thing is, it is unfortunate that you must 
hustle for the job. 

Best wishes for a Happy and personally satisfying New Year, I remain 


JJF:dn 


As is 

aero — 

Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 









January 7, 1965 


Mr. John J.Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Gentre 
Long Island, New Tork 

Dear John* 

lou were nice to bring up the A.N.A. matter in your 
letter of December 30, and I appreciate your confidence. 
Frankly, my office work just does not leave any time to 
campaign or, as you put it "hustle for the job," which means 
convention attendance, solicitation of votes, and other pol¬ 
itical efforts. 

I am enclosing, for your library, my latest bit of 
writing on the Plantation l/2Uth Real and, in the February, 
Numismatist, you will see my article on the Elephant Token 
and impact forgeries. 

As to the U.S.A.O.G. matter, I an glad you are slowly 
getting further into the study. I have stopped work for the 
present in order to learn what the Secret Service's position 
is and what information G.F. gave them with the coins. I am 
told G.F. is steadily improving and I hope he can get well 
and stay moderate in his numismatic activity. 

I have not seen or had any outline or text of what 
George was going to say at G.E.N.A. and would have oppossed 
it unless the group was consulted beforehand. 

As to any ideas George had from tests he had made, I 
am not holding out. I just do not have the right to comment 
on his feelings without the group including George discussing 
the matter and feel that washers of the group objected to 
George’s action with the Secret Service for the same reason. 
In addition, George might not havebeen 100$ well and it would 
not be fair to hold him to whatever he did or was planning 
if he was sick. I can barely read bis handwriting much less 
understand what he is talking about when he talks on many 
things at the same time. I still need more facts on the 
U.S.A.O.G. pieces. 


- 2 - 


January 7, 1965 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 


Though you may have had or may have financial involve¬ 
ment in some of the U.S.A.Q.G pieces, as long as you want 
to cooperate in studying them, you are keeping your skirts 

clean. 

X have taken a few pictures of the lead U.3.A.O.G. 
which you se: set of prints. 



As you will 


X will come to see you in Hew Tork the first time I 
am there. 

Smile - you just had FTJN. 

My best to you, and Charles. 


Sincerely, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC 
EDUCATION SOCIETY 


BPN/atb 


January lf>, 196 ^ 


Mr•John J. Ford, Jr. 
176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 
Long Island, Hew fork 

Dear Johns 


I want yon to know that the opinion 
of the General Counsel of the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment is that the Secret Service does not have 
jurisdiction over United States Assay Office 
gold coinage and, therefore, will return the 
pieces which were turned over to them. 

I have completed my study of the 
lead pieces and will shortly send the® as 
you directed, unless I hear fro® you to the 
contrary. 


Kindest regards. 

Sincerely yours. 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 




Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 

SUITE 401 

1 WEST 47TH STREET 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 

January 18, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis 5* Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

I have noted carefully your comments on the USAOG matter in 
your letter of January 7th. 

In spite of all your claims to the contrary, I am of the opinion 
that the establishment or "group" (or whatever you want to call it) is 
conducting a secret investigation. I do not have the time to play eames, 
and if I am to share the information that I arrive at objectively, I feel 
that you should do the same. Of course, if this is not an objective in¬ 
vestigation, and if the possibility exis+s that personalities are in¬ 
volved, I see no reason why you should not keep secrets. George Fuld was 
sure enough of himself, to make statements in writing and to me over the 
telephone, to cause Dr. Sloss to call Charles Wormser, to inspire an 
article in a numismatic newspaper, and to deal directly with the Secret 
Service. If I am not to know the basis for all this, outside of some 
wild-eyed allegations by Mr. Sol Kaplan, I think very little of what you 
are doing. 

I do not have the time, Eric, to play games. If the people that 
you are affiliated with do not wish to let me in on their information or 
data, I see no reason why I should proceed, until their case (or yours) 
is completed. I have to have something to shoot against, particularly 
since I believe the piecesM authentic l 

I am not angry any more, Eric, and I am willing to play ball but 
it does take "two to tango." 

Very best personal regards. 


JJFsdn 



Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 







January 19, 1965 


JOHN J. FOR D, J R. 


N DRICKSON 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of January 15th, concerning 
the USAOG situation. 

I guess that you carry more weight in Washington than 
I do.' I have been in correspondence with the Chief of the 
Secret Service, and his various staff assistants, but then 
these are not policy people. How did you find out that the 
General Counsel of the T.D. thinks that the Secret Service 
does not have jurisdiction over the USAOG coins? If this 
is noTa secret, I would appreciate your telling me (a) how 
you got them to tell you anything, and (b) how they arrived 
at such an asinine conclusion? Do not get me wrong, I am 
happy at the opinion of the General Counedrl but I can not 
for the life of me understand why they do not consider 
these official U. S. gold coins. I so consider them, and 
will so list them in the ’’Standard Catalogue.” 

In any event, please send the lead pieces to Mr. 

Charles Frank, as per my letter to you of November 23rd last. 

If you will let me in on some of your observations 
concerning the lead pieces, I will then see if I have any¬ 
thing else that will fit in with what you are doing, and 
send you some other items for you to study. You know that 
I want to cooperate, Eric, but I am not a '•patsy' 1 .’ 

Keep up the good work - boy, do I like that Plantation 
token write-up.’ 



JJF:dn 



January 26, 1965 


Mr.Charles Frank 

C/o Coingard Industries, Inc. 

1*36 New Loto Avenue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11207 

Bear Mr.Franks 

John J. Ford, Jr. asked me to send you the 
enclosed six different lead Assay Office coins which 
belong to him. I suggest you contact him if there is 
any question about what he wants you to do to help 
preserve them. 

Then should be returned directly to him 
when you have finished. 


Sincerely yours. 


ERIC ?. NEWMAN 
P.O.Box 11020 

St. Louis, Missouri 63176 


EPN 

atb 


Form #105 


January 26, 1965 


To Mr.John J.Ford, Jr. 


MEMORANDUM 

| From 


Eric P. Newman 


As you requested in your letter of January 18, 1965, I am sending a 
few prints of the photos I took of the lead TJSAQG pieces which you sent 
me. I was glad to be able to study them. If there are more related 
pieces, as you indicate, I would like to see them also. 

I have sent the lead pieces to Charles Frank in accordance with 
your instructions and a copy of my letter is enclosed. I have also not 
commented*or shown the lead pieces to anyone as per your wish. I should 
have a special clearance department for what I can or cannot speak about 
and to whom. 

In your letter of October 11, I 96 I 1 you said that the Mitchelson 
collection, at Hartford, had some identical lead pieces to yours - that 
you had some they didn f t, and that they had some you didn't. I believe 
it would be helpful to have pictures of the identical Mitchelson items. 
Do you have them? as I presume you have seen the coins already. If not 
kkRxgtiflcfcszRKs: I might try to obtain the pictures unless you want to. 

As to whether the USAOG pieces or are not official U.S. coins, I 
have not looked into the law because I have no present reason to delve 
into it and have plenty research on other things more important. 

Thanks for letting me have the lead in my pants. 


EPN 

atb 






Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc, 


SUITE 401 


1 west 47th Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 


Phones PLaza 7-5245-6 


February 4, 1965 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis 2, Mo. 

Dear Eric: 

Thank you for your letter of January 26th, with enclosed photos 
of the lead USAOG pieces which I sent to you for examination, and 
which you have now sent to Mr. Frank for restoration. 

If you want to disseminate information, concerning your findings, 
or ideas, as you come up with them, to every one, unilaterally, you 
may tell any one in the world about my trial pieces. You do not need 
a "clearance" department so far as I am concerned. I only come up 
with ideas relative to secrecy, as a defense mechanism. 

I saw the pieces in the Mitchelson Collection, in Hartford, while 
attending a NENA Convention four or five years ago. The lead trials 
were on display, and I spoke at length concerning them with the Curator. 
She was a lady, and her name temporarily excapes me. I have it and a 
list of the pieces filed some place, with the idea that eventually, I 
would do something about the situation. As I remember the deal, they 
will not let anything go out for photography, and I doubt very much if 
they are equipped to do any work on the spot. I believe that I was 
told that I could bring a photographer to Hartford with me, and photo¬ 
graph the coins. They have among other things, lead trials of a S5. 
USAOG piece, dated 1853. If you can get photographs, and if you need 
any help from me in getting them, go to it. I will pay any part of the 
bill, and would like to have ary extra prints that might be obtained. 

I am currently engaged in some vitriolic correspondence with Mr. 
Ronnie Carr, concerning more negative thinking. Wasn't it Cicero who 
said: "Men condemn what they do not understand." 

Good luck with Hartford, Very best personal regards. 


JJF:dn 



Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 
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JOHN J. FORD, JR. 


July 27, 1966 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
61i50 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5, Missouri 

Dear EPN: 

As per your earlier suggestion, I am sending you the (1776) New 
Hampshire struck copper for your careful examination. 

It is a shame that this piece is so poorly struck, but I make out 
AMERICAN LIBERTY about the tree, on the obv., and M. N. HAMPSHIRE 
about the harp, on the rev. Without going into a long song or dance 
early in the game, I should say that I think more of this piece than 
I do of the cast and/or engraved New Hampshire pieces heretofor known. 

The ’’Proof" USAOG $20. situation is coming to a head. Mr. Paul Gar¬ 
land wants his money back for a specimen (one of the original five that 
I sold) that he obtained from Tommy Ryan of Chicago. Ryan obtained it 
from Marcel Silton, who sold it as an agent for Mike Kolman. I sold it 
to Kolman in LA in 1958 for $1250. or so. 

Leo Young patiently listened to the wails of Mr. Garland, and talk¬ 
ed everybody into giving back the money, myself included. In spite of 
the fact that the PNG set this up in such a way that the refunds would 
be without prejudice to the coin, Ryan balked at the last minute, after 
agreeing to go along. Ryan said that he just wouldn't take the abusive 
raving of Garland, and presumablytold him to go to h—1. 

The deal is now in "arbitration," with Ronnie Carr of California the 
key man. How all of the "experts" are going to figure this matter out 
when none of them have ever seen, or asked to see, my file s and datat 
I took some fine photos of the two pieces that I retained and my silver 
die trial, but when I wanted to borrow the Kosoff piece for similar photo¬ 
graphy, he said that he would "try and get it from the owner." I am sure 
that his Proof was made in Philadelphia circa 1858-59, and believe that 
the die state and fabric prove it. 

I found out where all of the Philadelphia Mint material is stored, but 
Miss Adams will not permit it to be examined. If you want the facts, per¬ 
haps you can do something. I would love to go to Philadelphia with you and 
dig out the 1853 Shipment papers and correspondence together. 

On August 11th I leave for Chicago and points west. I will be back here 
on September 9th to get my oldest daughter to college. 

Where can I get a comprehensive chart or listing of the Specific Gravity 
weights of the various metals? 



December 27, 1966 


Hr. John J. Ford, Jr, 

176 Hendrickson venue 

Hoc Seville Center, ?,ong Island 

Hew York 


»:«t norland vs, ay bp. 


Dear John# 

In accordance with our December 19, 1966 letter, 
we ere enclosing large prints of both sides of 17 
end 18 which are the other two Kegin DSAOO C20 pieces, 
io doubt you already received the #16 pictures which 
were sent, 

We would like to have,for our further study, 
riots of the pictures which you had in Chicago cover- 
ng the two ^old and one silver 20 USAOG pieces which 
you said you owned. 


Sincerely, 


ee re p, mwmn sumiekatic 

EPHC/TI n SOCIETY 


E?M 

etb 


CC# r 


Honnie Carr 



June 19, 1967 


H N J. FOR D, J R. 




Mr* Eric P. Newman 
61&0 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis 5* Missouri 

Dear EPNs 

This is my first opportunity to -write to you following recent 
correspondence from Leo Young and Ronnie Carr in reference to my 
extending a formal invitation to you to vist me here in Rockville 
Centre• 

I have been in Europe since early in May and returned to New 
York on June 9th for our (New Netherlands) 59th sale which took 
place last week. 

As you undoubtedly know, Ronnie Carr visted me earlier this 
year and became acquainted with the vast amount of material that 
I have on the Pioneer gold series in general and the USAOG in par¬ 
ticular. At that time Ronnie observed that it would be an excellent 
idea if you too could see my material and he asked me if I had any 
objections to your doing so. I replied that I did not and (apparently) 
mistakingly thought that correct protocol would be for Ronnie (as 
Committee chairman) to extend my invitation to you. 

In any event, I would like to see you here at your earliest con¬ 
venience. I can make myself available almost any day at a time suit¬ 
able to you. 

It is my intention and wish to show you my Pioneer gold files in¬ 
cluding my USAOG records. I would also like to discuss with you your 
report of last August and the allegations that it contains. 

The concensus of opinion in this situation seems to have it that 
it would be wonderful if you and I could meet on some common ground. 

I do not know if this is really possible since our ideas seem to be 
so far apart, but I would at least like to make the effort to see if 
the two of us, as recognized authorities, cannot add up the same facts 
to arrive at the same answer. 

If our disagreement should persist and be made public the damage to 
both the hobby and the business would be incalculable. The fear of for¬ 
geries can do tremendous harm and this fear will be greatly fostered 
when the collectors find out that the "experts M disagree. 

At the present moment we both cannot be right. If the problem is not 
resolved quietly, I am afraid that we will both be wrong in the final 
analysis. I am looking forward to hearing from you. 

Best regards^ 



June 19, 1967 


r* Ronnie Carr 
Tost Office Hex 1113 
Tulare, California 

Dear Ronniet 

This is my first chance to write to you since my return .from 
urope. I ot back on June 9th and immediately became involved in 
our (’"M’s) sale of June 13th - 15th. 

Your letter of ay 26th states that the Panel would appreciate 
it very much if I would write i ric (teraan and invite him here to 
l:ok over my material anti to discuss the »JSAOO situation with him. 

As the enclosed copy of my letter of today to 5PH indicates, I have 
complied with your request. 

As -sy letter of ay 10th to you stated, 1 would like to have all 
seven of the *Proof M ?3AOO coins (and perhaps a couple of other 
rauklin source coins as well as one renl&r specimen) analysed so 
as to determine their alloy or composition. This quantitative non¬ 
destructive analysis can best be done by X-iay fluorescence. 

As is last December I disussed with Dr. V. Clain-Stefa- 

nelli tae feasibility of havin; this work performed either at the 
Smithsonian or at a /ovorraent laboratory known to them. A fter con- 
sioeraMe correspond once Dr. Stefanelli indicates, to me on April 
21st last that he could not see his way clear to havin the tests 
done at an early enough date or at r aaonable cost. 

T ’pon receiving this information I contacted Harvey Stack and ssk- 
tor : ■ - r. -fce 1 *131. arva s as¬ 

certained in greater detail why the Smithsonian could not hel tie. 
however, Dr. Stefanelli suggested that the research laboratory of the 
(boston) nseua of one Arts Cunaer the direction of r. illia’t J. 
Young) could make the necessary tests. 

arvey Stack then contacted r. Cornelius Verrrmle, numismatic cura¬ 
tor of the usees of fine Arts, and made arrange -nts to have ten coins 
t oted via -'ay ! luorescence. Harvey suggests that the respective 
pieces be sent directly to r. errule, vis egistered ail, as s on as 
possible. Each piece should be car® ully marked and ideate fi d, presum¬ 
ably via a carefully written description of nicks, bmisos, lint marks 
or similar defects diagnostic, to each respective coin, arvey Stack as¬ 
sures me that the work will be completed as soon as possible and that 
each coin will be returned d roctly from the ueeum to the sender. All 
expenses, including postage charges, will be paid by Stack*s. The coins 
should be sent to: r. ''omalius Vermnle, useua of ' ine Arts, li£>5 Hunt¬ 
ington ■venue, oston, 'ass., 02115. Copies of aqy correspondence sh Id 


Rennie arr - 2 


be sent both to arvey and snyself so that Harvey will know what is 
going on and can -naice anro that his arr' ‘>resents are proceed ! ng satis¬ 
factorily and so 1 can sync ron-se the t>> pnent of coins cndor ray con¬ 
trol, as it is imperative that ail coins be tested at the same time. 

will send (or have sent) the four "(roof* c ins that I and y cus¬ 
tomers own and request that y u end (or have sent) the arland, Sloss 
and 'agin “Proofs.* If r. hewnan has two odd ratlin sc.uree coins (of 
UM ^ m mm Itpllf spec men, lbs to a) \lo :e sant alone al¬ 
so, or, ’ cocld provide one or ore c these as desired. 

hatever is done should be ocne quickly. I consider it very, very im¬ 
portant that we all fcnow the composition of these coio^ as we u-11 then 
be able to ascertain if there is any troth in Paul rai. lin’e original 
contention that these (regular design) coins are in f&ct die trials in 
various alloys of gold, silver and copper. 

Trusting that this letter -akes things quite clear and under®tand- 
ble, l renain, y ur bumble witness for the defense, and with, 

st parsonai regards. 


cc s erbert Pergen 
Lester arkin 

. . • n - 

arvey . - --tack 
brio ?. lewsan 


JOHN J. FO R D, JR. 



176 HENDRICKSON 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, 


June 28, 1967 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 

400 Washington Ave. 

St. Louis, Mo. 63102 

Dear Eric: 


Your letter of June 22, 1967 has been received 


and I regret that you do not see fit to accept my in¬ 
vitation to visit me. On my part I look forward to 
seeing you at the next arbitration hearing in August, 
at which time I will have considerable material on hand, 
which, I believe, will resolve any outstanding doubts 
you may have. 


Sincerely yours, 


JJF:dn 



cc - Mr. Ronnie Carr 


Mr. Herbert Bergen 
Mr. Lester Merkin 
Mr. Leo A. Young 



c 
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September 15 1967 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

178 Hendrickson Ave. 

Rockville Center, L. I. NY 

Dear John: 

Thanks very much for your recent letter. 


The consignor of tl octagonal piece in lead was 
Art Kagin and a copy of your letter to Henry 
Clifford has been forwarded to him. It would be 
interesting to know the background of this piece. 

What ~ as your opinion on. the item feat 1 sent to 
Stack's..the interesting Parsons ingot. How do you 
explain the silver plaque which is not of modern 
manufacture ? 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours. 
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JERRY COHEN 
JC/hd 
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EF J P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


June 22, 1967 

Mr. John J. **©rd t Jr* 

176 Hendrickson #vtnu« 

Rockville Centre, Long Island, Jew fork 

Pear John* Rei Garland vs* *yan 

Tour letter of June 19, 1967 1» at hand* Ae to any coins, bare or 
data which you wish to make available for examination, it se«ma more 
practical for you to tend them t St* Louie where they could he care¬ 
fully studied and photographed* Previously there has been sent to ua 
for study mach U3AOO and related material through the cooperation of 
Maaare*Sioaa,0arland,Ksgin,Porran,Tobias,Kosoff,loung,etc*, as wall 
ea of the Panel embers, and I believe you should do the same just aa 
you did over two years ago by aending us the six 8SA00 pieces struck 
in lesd* 

At the Arbitration hearing in Chicago in August, 1966, you end 
Paul 'renklin each declined to disclose to the Panel the information 
you had concerning the names of persons,their residence,the name of 
the bank and its employees,the payment records,or any specific acquis¬ 
ition data relating to the tfSAOO items which you stated were obtained 
from whet you call the Humbert Associst« source* Since the provenance 
or pedigree of numismatic items can be of major importance, it would 
be well for you to furnish to the Arbitrators, in writ ng, complete 
acquisition data with respect to all items from the Humbert Associate 
source, including not only those items you now own but also t ooe 
items which you,as p-rirclpal or agent, sold or helped to sell to othora* 

At the Arbitration hearing in Chicago you we re present to hear 
our findings and coneluai ns end a written copy was sent to you* for 
alnost one year since then you and ^eul Franklin hove each had an 
opportunity to present to the Arbitrators written factual statements 
but have not done so* If you know of anyth lag in our written stete- 
ment which needs clarification, correction or amendment we will give 
it full consideration. 

Tour fear as to the effect on numismatics if differences of 
opinion are "made public” or "not resolved quietly" is a philosophical 
matter and not related to the fact that a decision in the ending 
dispute is to be made on the merits* 

I hope you see the reasonableness of the foregoing* 

Sincerely, 


CCi 


for 

Mr, 

Herbert • Bergen 

ERIC P. SEWHJJf SUMTSHATIC 

o r . 

Lester Jerkin 

EDOOATIOW SOCIETY 

. 

Ronnie Carr 


Mr. 

Leo A* Young 


BPS 



stb 




A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 




W. \V. Turner, 2nd. Vice-Pre,ident ' *Yli,Y'lniu'Sc.ucll.‘ Se-c] 

- !Z/£/z;2£ii££ estate <^Afiuni£)ncitL<i -<zSocLztij 

Paul E. Garland. President 608 Mountain View Avenue Maryville, Tennessee 37S01 
Telephone 615-9S3-5570 

H»n. John Duncan • 30 October 1?o7 

House Office blog. P"-'- 

Washington, D.C. 20515 



Dear Mr. Duncan; 


I foel that I p.u.tt write you in regards to thcr Josiah K. Lilly Collection 
£hat it being; offered to the goverctent f*r a tax crocit. Since the 
congress would in all actuallity be purchasing the collection, I should 
think that a gunrntee of authenticity should accompany any such purchase. 


It is a known fact that this collection contains Many counterfeit pieces 
Especially those that cone fro/; the socsllod Humbert associate r.r.urco. 
Myself together with another group hare been for stye ml years trying 
t» provo this to tlic American Nusiaaatic Association, This effort was 
started in 1963, finally in 1966 the actual arbitration started at 
the A.N.A. Convention in Chicago, it was concluded, just this last 
August in I4ia«i, Fla. Where the A.N.A. Convention was held this year. 

The decision will be ann*unceo this Fet/Uary at the Southern California 
Nujzi static Convention at the Statler Hotel in Los Angeles. 


At the present tine I aia the owner of one of these pieces that I paid 
$3i300.00 for. Later I decided these pieces wero counterfeit and con¬ 
sulted several other pre«dnent Nurti.statists of the country, after 
several tests in eifforent laboratories confirmed «ur suspicions. This 
/•c cured in 1963, it took until 1966 to get the arbitration started and. 
is just now reaching a 4ecisi»n. I sincerely believa that the Arbitration 
Panel, consisting of kr. iionnie Carr, Chairman, a prominent collector 
• f PLanear g*lq of Tulare, Calif, kr. Lester kerkin, A very prominent 
dealer fr^aj New York City, and Mr. Herbert Bergen, 1st. Vice Presiomt 
•f the American Numismatic Association, will finri these pieces to be 
Counterfeit. I will even go $Qo far as t« say regardless of their find¬ 
ings, these pieces are iefinstely counterfeit. 

Cne of the appraisers of this estate was a, party to this arbitration. 

Fir. Abs Kosoff was r. witness at the hearings, an* a reluctant one at 
that, I night add. This whole affair reeks of fraud from the urgency 
that is attached to it. Slanted testimony or stupid experts, (Experts 
are any daian £&ol, one hundred nileo from h^idjO) have not even arentienad 
the possibilities of any cnuntorfc.it coins being present., Though 
both of them know full well what tho results of■ this arbitration 
could ,#can. I sending copies of this letter to Senators, Baker fic. 

Gore. Plus a copy to kr. Eric P. Newman, President & Founder of the 
Eric P. New.v,;'.n Numismatic Education Society, 6450 Cecil Ave. 3t Louis f 
Mo. 6317 S. fvith an invitation to hie to elaborate upon ny statements 
to you, He j.s *ni.:h wore qua l i. Tied tnan T. lie was also C.hairw.'n of tno 
1967 Assay Cvnjuiss l«n. 

Very truly yours, 

Jr. 



c c-filo 

•Senator Howard L. Maker, 
Senator Albert G.ore 
Mr. Eric P. Nswnan 



Charles O. Keith, 1st. Vice-President 


W. W. Turner, 2nd. Vice-President 


Miss Irma Sentell, Sec’y. & Treas. 


^J's.nnEXis.E JbtatE <E^\fumi±matia ^SoaiEtij 


Paul E. Garland, President 
Telephone 615-983-5570 


608 Mountain View Avenue Maryville, Tennessee 37801 


?\ e«. U ? 


Tbs hsnsrafele 
•vara ■ ♦ ak«r, Jr* 

#nsts 

ssningtsn, .0* 2-o 1 f 3 
Tsar '-enatsr ?»k#r* 

Thank ysu T«ry «uc* far year several NMUtliiM sf ratal • t, s* I 
*“* especially interest** in the Letter sf *ee, »r l^t. ;est, ts 
fr** .:j% Jnmm s J* Itvllfi irsstsr *f th* r* -sury . ;?n r r ---t* 

**• i* aerrset in assisting that X v*» referring t* « fifty 4*11. r '* inited 
-ti fc»s ••.s»ay Offies *f cels" pies*, feat this is list tn<* sniy c»in in 

. ■ rrg 

>!•««s #f ths greatest rarity in fcnis Mllistlw fm ths a*« sssrss* 


refers ts the fast tnst fchs T1 rs^sury • spartfesnt*;* General Gatmssl 
has >r*Ti*-t»iy **t«r»in*et that those »i<tes* nst ssnstituts vfeligr.tisns 
•t nw Units* States GfeT»y—tnl , set* a «y h-aw -is spinisa this 
•atsralnatleti ss fast** in a aaaat if la .. The dnitsd Itataa 

- ssiiy ffic* *f t • t«, oriser ths direct *m »f httgus& - o^hert, •oersted 
in**r a lav eases* |9k . iapt* 1651 fey ths thirty first Gaagrtaa* ttsse 
rsesrss ean »• f«tsn4 in ths sfci#n«l nrehiirss, in tfte rseeres sf ths 
araaa sf ths •- Int* his dstsrwlnatisn wss r*aeJis4 fey ths r« *ury 
sp*r&*ent* s General Csunsal sue ts th» fells* ting events* in - agast 
sf 1 3fc4* lr* Janes "less sf 6 mvbT| Pa* mi sy aa Xf * t am e d eear ta 
:.r* f .9*rjj,s ffeU sf fittvaa# ii«i tM pi mss suppsssdly imI surahssed 
s sash, s asint genuine IB53 Twenty **11 r, 3 ; tlisusand fins, 

Units* tstss Assay ..-ms* sf Cels i • r*sf son itian. life sequent 
tssts sesf i rwtS sar aaapta&aaa Mai #n If jeaesfest i ?64, thsst piseaa 
ths sffisss sf ths 

sis* hsi - -?'ti r i. ■ *-■) vur,- mstJ a* vast rea<;-- * 

1 *» sns Using f*r ysar sfessrsatisn. na s ; « 224, fas* ,? Fh* Gaiks ssk sf 
Jnits4 tatmz . sins, IVtu. sitisn 1 M» fey U iari fssMen, ?atXi*-: *4 
fef fei tasa Pt4fellafelBS ^saysay sf .asins, iss** "? hs fcsn ana ssntsr ssins 
arts sarka4 sni initlslsi fey as f*r ysur attsatiaa* fa iss that 

ns prioss ars fixsfe fsr Pr^sf esnhinisn, »a thsss ssins vs tils fsteh a 
far greater priss if any gush pist:* etoally sdsts*. I slss sh* i!4 tsll 
ysa ths fsllsving kitisn sf tns fessk ha4 the fs.llsving nstatisn sftsr 
fefea tsp ssin. "fesvars sf lataiasaa in Prssf caiillti 9 . This was lstsr 
rsasYSS «as ts ssas un..n#vn rsassn* 

ihs pises in ths ssntsr sf ths pegs is «ms »f tns pisrss tnat festually 
is «®ntain«4 in t«e .illy vsllsetisn* « stated this is ths snly knsvfti 
sxsHpltt* .ars the tsafe t is in srrer niMMl it statss uns 2 caets, "'.hs 
»s4sm s« mterpart sf this issue is ths 194>«47 ausi- ribisn 4is«a H , 

.nis pises itself is actually a *##•.? m s*antsr part sf ths east- rsbien 
discs* ’hs vii*ls »sss re sis s sf frs-td nnd svinsls* 




Page tv®, e»nt. 21 ] ®e# 1967 


(hm Honorable 
ii®w»r® H. ,.ab«r 9 Jr* 

Unit®# States - enat® 
a fi ling tan, 2).C. 

It w«il<i sen* t® *• t» *>« th® r#sensibility ®f th® Treasury Department 
t® investigate these pi#®*** if f«r n# ®th«r ressen than th* sis-uas ®f 
g®l® sullien* I aaa ®«light#® where r. ti®wl®y ssys, w Y®u «ay h® assure® 
that examination an® appraisal *f tlitw c*ina will he ®®ne fey the *®st 
tent persons in tfeit fi tll 9 « May X suggest t# y»u MMl I r. ftsttlay 
the na**#s #f tv* tantl®*«n that in »y opinion w»ul® <«a®t th*ae» qualifications 
p®rf®etiy» Mr* -ric , smssb* i45# veell iff* SI* Ia«ls v • «• 631? 

Mr* John <1* Plttaaa, 4 *ct®n SI* BitlHlnr> 1*1* 1i 615® Msithsr ar@ 

Coalers a# there w»ul® ®e n* conflict ®f interest, which w#ule aa th® 
sas® if a t ®al«r Mali 6® appalatall i an m u m that Kiss va iihuaiy 
; ir#et*r ®f th# ints, waul® cenear with «* in th®ae tw® fin® Gsatleoen. 

J- y interest in ta# subject tter steeds fr»a aeing eti® ®f the actual 
purchasers #f one of thee® pieces* I pal# 3*360.09 in 1963 f®r ®n« 
in Pr«®f «®n®iti*n. nfter »any »®nths ®f trying t# return th® oi®e« t® 
tn* H«al®r fro® wh®* I hah purchas®® it, ^fter 11 «ff®rta hah fail®®, 

1 ask®4 th# ?r*f«®«i®naX ..ueiswatista Guile, Inc. An Organisation t« 
i All pftflMf MKin feolang*®. ban tbis sat ter —ml4 •# set up 
f®r nrhitration. 1 was force® t* initiate action »ef®re Vh® hi*® ric an 
, ja-istatic . ^MtlftllM »®f®r® X was till t® gst th® ArlllvtlitB start#®. 

After th® af®r® t*®nti«n®® P.N.G. agr®«® t® ar»itr t® the matter, X 
as?k®« tk® ,w.A. t® n#l® in ahayane# the chart®s until the arbitration 
was settle®. th® Ml S % Ifef L *• • iBftBlll 

Chicago,III. in 19’>6. X sslssta® * r. < onnio :®rr #f Tular®, Calif. as 
ay H#pr«a®nt^tif® ®n th* Panel, th® exposition select©® r. Leat#r 
. erwin, a Dealer free ;'*•* York City, a an far v n®a X hav® a let ®f 
r®sp«et 9 a® th»ir Sip>IMBUIlf» > Th®y in Turn selectee Mr. Hl>ll»l 
•:«rr*n ®f ull«rt®n, C aiif• as th® thir4. The Arbitration last®® a full 
year aa® was just «e*a»let«® t: is last August at th® k.h.A. *. #nv«nti®n 
in Nlsal 9 ] La.« HM ®SSlal— ®f the Nsu ' ill *« siinswusi at th* 
i i lifemia C®nT&nti®n, t® fo* h®i« in ^s Angelos, Calif, in i’ohurary 
1964 . 


1 has* a very large file c#T«ring tnia hear® ®f fak®n that was r*l*as«® 
«n th® Aasrlsaa N'uiiis®ati« puhlic an® will t® gla® te t«ak® it availufel® 
t® yeu #r any C*T«m»*®nt group that wishss it. 


»incer®ly y*urs, 

tfaj f 

Paul . Carlan®, Pr®sl®«nt 
i'®iin«tS8®« * ta te huai static sciety 

LC-fil« 

Hs ss fifeli AXhsrh 0®rs 9 (1*9* .»®nat®r froa ‘;ftnn*»s®e 
MsBsiabls J®hn J« SMftt '• J9M* hist. T«nn®ss®s 

^ ,-,r. vis . I -an 
nr. J®kn J, Pittwan 



'TllCmieb ^folctiez ^foenaie 


COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
Washington, D.C. 20510 




November 3, 1967 


Mr. Paul E. Garland 
President 

Tennessee State Numismatic Society 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville* Tennessee 37801 

Dear Mr. Garland: 


Thank you very much for forwarding to 


me a cppy of your letter of October 30 addressed to 
Congressman Duncan. I am glad to have your 
views with respect to the possibility that certain 
counterfeit pieces are contained in the Josiah K. 
Lilly Collection. 

I do appreciate your calling this 
matter to my attention, and should legislation 
to which you refer come before the Senate, 

I will certainly want to assure that proper 
steps be taken to guarantee the authenticity 
of this collection. 


With appreciation for your interest. 


I am 



AGzbeb 


JOHN J. DUNCAN 
2d District, Tennessee 


COMMITTEES: 

VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


1528 Long worth House Office Bldg. 
PHONE: 225-5435 


Congress of tfje Hmteb States 


SUBCOMMITTEES: 

Hospitals 

Housing 

Education and Training 


of &epre$entatibes! 

ffltaJjfagton, 20.C. 20515 

November 3, 1967 


PUBLIC WORKS 


SUBCOMMITTEES: 
Rivers and Harbors 


Public Buildings and Grounds 


Special Subcommittee 
on the Federal-Aid 
Highway Program 


Mr. Paul E. Garland 
President 

Tennessee State Numismatic Society 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville, Tennessee 37801 

Dear Mr. Garland: 


Your letter has been received, and I 


thank you very much for writing. It is good to 
hear from you. 


I certainly appreciate your calling to 


my attention the matter of the Josiah K. Lilly 
Collection and its being offered to the Federal 
government as a tax credit. I shall be most 
happy to contact the appropriate officials re¬ 
garding this situation, and as soon as additional 
information is received I will be in touch with 
you further. 


Best wishes to you, and I hope you will. 


always feel free to communicate with me any time 
on matters of interest to you. 


JJD/pd 




CP:A:TC 


U.S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20224 


RECEIVED 
NOV 0 i 1967 
JOHN J. DUNCAN 


Honorable John J. Duncan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 


2 0 NOV 'UjJ. 


Your communication dated: KOVember 3t 

in re: Tax Matter 

Paul E. Garland 
Maryville, Term. 


Dear Mr. Duncan: 

A reply to the above communication can be furnished at the earliest possible date by the District 
Director whose address appears below. 

Accordingly, we have sent your communication to him with the request that he look into the 
matter and see that you receive a prompt reply. 


Sincerely yours, 


Chief, Technical Coordination Branch 


r 1 

District Director 

Internal Revenue Service 
U.S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 _j 


FORM 2583 (REV. 1-67) 



JOHN J. DUNCAN 
2d District, Tennessee 


COMMITTEES: 


VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 


1528 Longworth House Office Bldg. 
PHONE: 225-5435 


Congress of tlje Umteb States 


SUBCOMMITTEES! 

Hospitals 

Housing 

Education and Training 


%)o use of &epre£entattoe£ 

Mtatffnngton, -D.C. 20515 


PUBLIC WORKS 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 


Public Buildings ai> 


jd Grounds 


Special Subcommittee 


on the Federal-Aid 
Highway Program 


November 21, 1967 


Mr. Paul E. Garland 
President 

Tennessee State Numismatic Society 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville, Tennessee 37801 

Dear Mr. Garland: 

Attached is the interim reply which I have re¬ 
ceived from the Internal Revenue Service in response 
to my recent letter in your behalf. 

Just as soon as a more comprehensive report 
is received, I will communicate further with you. 




JPHN J. DUNCAN 
.Member of Congress 


JJD/de 


Enclosure 






Strass^R, S piece lb erg, Fried 8 c Frank 


120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10005 


CABLE "STERIC 


October 19, 1967 


R REFERENCE 


Mr. Paul E. Garland 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville, Tenn. 37801 

Re: Paul Garland-Thomas Ryan Arbitration 
Regarding Genuineness of USAOG 1853 
Double Eagle, Testimony John J. Ford, 

Jr. Expert Witness on behalf of 
Thomas Ryan Sustaining Genuineness. 

Dear Sir: 

The Arbitration Panel has requested our client, Mr. 

John J. Ford, Jr., to furnish you with a copy of his 
expert opinion in the above entitled matter which was 
presented at the final arbitration hearing last August 
in Miami Beach, Florida when you were present. 

Our client is agreeable to comply with such request 
upon your undertaking a commitment to him similar to that 
received from the Panel namely the expert opinion is 
delivered to you solely for your personal use and purposes 
in this arbitration and it is not, nor is any of its con¬ 
tents, now or hereafter, in part or in whole, to be directly 
or indirectly, exhibited, displayed, quoted or disseminated, 
to any other or others and in no event whatever is it to be, 
directly or indirectly, disclosed or exhibited, to Messrs. 
Newman, Scloss, Fuld, Pittman or any news or publication 
media or their agents, employees or representatives except 
upon first securing from Mr. Ford his prior specific written 
authorization and consent thereto. In the event you make 
any comment to or send any writing to the Panel regarding 
it a copy must be simultaneously sent Mr. Ford. 


For your convenience In indicating your acquiescence 
in this arrangement we enclose herewith an additional 
copy of this letter and ask you to countersign it in 
the space provided and promptly return it to me in the 
enclosed air mall, stamped, self-addressed envelope 
whereupon we are authorized by Mr. Ford to forthwith 
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5TRASSER (1906-1067) 


Strasser, Spiegelberg, Fried 8 c Frank 

120 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10005 



212-904-6500 WASHINGTON OFFICE 

1700 K STREET, N.W. 

CABLE "STERIC, NEW YORK" WASHINGTON, O. C. 2000© 

TELEX 620223 202-206-3300 




OUR REFERENCE 


October 30, 1967 


Mr. Paul E. Garland 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville, Tenn. 37801 

Res Paul Garland-Thomas Ryan Arbitration 
Regarding Genuineness of USAOG 1853 
Double Eagle, Testimony John J. Ford, 
Jr. Expert Witness on behalf of 
Thomas Ryan Sustaining Genuineness. 

Dear SiF: 


Receipt of the carbon copy of my letter to you, 
dated October 19, 1967, relative to the above, duly 
signed by you agreeing to and accepting the conditions 
for the transmission of a copy of the written report 
and opinion of our client, John J. Ford, Jr. is ack¬ 
nowledged and pursuant thereto we enclose herewith to 
you a copy of the said report. 


On the enclosed copy of this letter will you 
please acknowledge for our files the receipt of the ^aid 
report. 


Very trul 


JFFsJVG 

Enclosures 




FINN, JR. 
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;rg, fried and frank 
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SntemaS Revenue Seruice 
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' : 1 CP: I: C 


Honorable Howard H. Baker, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D .0. 20510 


Dear Senator Baker: 

Thank you for your letter of November 13, 19^7; enclosing a 
letter dated October 30, 19^7; from Mr. Paul E. Garland, 
President, Tennessee State Numismatic Society, Maryville, 
Tennessee, relating to alleged counterfeit coins in the 
JOSIAH K. LILLY COLLECTION. 

This matter has been discussed with officials of the United 
States Secret Service and since the matter falls within their 
jurisdiction, they asked that we refer both your letter and 
Mr. Garland's letter to them, which has been done. 

Your cooperation in bringing this matter to the attention of 
the Treasury Department is appreciated. 


Sincere!^ yours. 



Director, Intelligence Division 


JOHN L. MCCLELLAN, ARK., CHAIRMAN 
HENRY M. JACKSON, WASH. KARL E. MUNDT, S. DAK. 

SAM J. ERVIN, JR., N.C. CARL T. CURTIS, NEBR. 

ERNEST GRUENINO, ALASKA JACOB K. JAVITS, N.Y. 

EDMUND S. MUSKIE, MAINE CLIFFORD P. HANSEN, WYO. 

ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN. HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN. 


JOSEPH M. MONTOYA, N. MEX. 


R. CALLOWAY 
AND STAFF DIRECTOR 


HCtTiteb ^Dlcticz JibciTcde 

COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 


November 28 , 1967 


Mr. Paul E. Garland., President 
Tennessee State Numismatic Society 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville^ Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Garland: 

Enclosed is the letter I received from the Department 
of the Treasury regarding your inquiry about the coins 
in the Josiah K. Lilly Collection. I note that the 
Secret Service is looking into this matter and I shall 


be in touch with you as soon as I have additional in¬ 
formation. 

Sincerely., 
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RECEIVED 


U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, 46206 

NOV 9 >367 


•■ r :C 1 - 1967 

JOHN J. DUNCAN 

IN REPLY REFER TO 


Honorable John J. Duncan 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Hr. Duncan: 

I have your letter of November 3, 1967, with which you associated 
a letter from Mr. Haul E. Garland, Maryville, Tennessee dated 
October 30, 1967. Mr. Garland's communication provides informa¬ 
tion concerning the coin collection owned by the Estate of Josiah 
K. Lilly. 

This office has received the Federal estate tax return which will 
eventually be assigned to an estate tax examiner for field investi¬ 
gation. There are presently under consideration by a subcommittee 
of the House Judiciary Committee a number of bills (H. R. 12940- 
12949) to provide a credit against estate tax liability, effective 
upon delivery of the coin collection to the Smithsonian Institution 
by the executor of the estate. 

The letter from Mr. Garland is returned enclosed. 

Sincerely yours. 


//James E. Daly 

District Director 
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JOHN J. DUNCAN 
2d District. Tennessee 

.ongworth House Office Bldg. 

Congress of tije Sim'feb Htfateg 

%ou£e of &epre£entatilje£ 

$2M&tnston, JD.C. 20515 

Dec ember 1, 1967 


VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITTEES. 
Hospitals 
Housing 

Education and Training 
PUBLIC WORKS 
SUBCOMMITTEES! 

Rivers and Harbors 
Public Buildings and Grounds 
Special Subcommittee 
on the Federal-Aid 
Highway Program 


Mr. Paul E. Garland 
President 

Tennessee State Numismatic Society 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville, Tennessee 37801 

Dear Mr. Garland: 

Attached is a letter from the Internal Revenue 
Service which I received in response to my recent letter 
concerning the coin collection owned by the Estate of 
Josiah K. Lilly. 

Your letter has been submitted to the Judiciary 
Committee for their consideration in the deliberation 
of legislation directly involved in this matter. 

Please feel free to communicate with me any 
time on matters of interest to you. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 


OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20226 


December 1, 1967 


The Honorable 
Howard K. Baker, Jr. 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 20510 


Dear Senator Baker: 

The Internal Revenue Service has referred your letter 
of November 13, with the communication from Mr. Paul 
E. Garland, to my office. 

Mr. Garland is not specific in his reference to 
"counterfeit pieces" in the Josiah K. Lilly coin 
collection; however, you may be assured that exam¬ 
ination and apprais-. of thebe coins will be done by 
the most competent persons in this field. 

We are inclined to believe from our records that Mr. 
Garland may be referring to a fifty dollar "United 
States Assay Office of Gold" piece. The Treasury 
Department's General Counsel has previously determined 
that these pieces ’.o not constitute obligations of the 
United States Government within the meaning of Section 8, 
Title 18, United States Code. The reproduction of 
these coins does not’ fall within our investigative 
jurisdiction. 

Mr. Garland's letter is returned with a copy of this 
letter. 

We are pleased to be of assistance. 



Sincerely yours 


Ends 


James J. Rowley 





ERNEST ORUENINO, ALASKA 
EDMUND S. MUSKIE, MAINE 
ABRAHAM RIBICOFF, CONN. 


FRED R. HARRIS, OKLA. 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY, N.Y. 




HOWARD H. BAKER, JR., TENN. 


'THivMeb ^x>l<xic& JcDcnaie 


JOSEPH M. MONTOYA, N. MEX. 


JAMES R. CALLOWAY 
CHIEF CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 


COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510 


December 8^ 1967 


Mr. Paul E. Garland,, President 
Tennessee State Numismatic Society 
608 Mountain View Avenue 
Maryville } Tennessee 

Dear Mr. Garland: 

I am enclosing for your information the letter 
I received from the United States Secret Ser¬ 
vice regarding the Josiah K. Lilly coin collec¬ 
tion. I am pleased to note that certain coins 
in the collection will not be considered as a 
tax credit and also that the entire collection 
will be examined before any action is taken. 

I appreciate your writing 'to me about this .and 
I hope you will always feel free to call on me 
about any issue of concern to you. 



HHBJr:cw 


Enclosure 





Form #105 • 


TO 


MEMORANDUM 

FROM Eric P. Newman 


Date: January !?, 1968 


MEMORANDUM 


Richard Picker telephoned me from New York at my home 
about 9:00 p.m. last night, and told me that John Ford 
had asked him to call me up and tell me that I should 
call John Ford the next time I was in New York* Mr* 
Picker told me that the reason Mr* Ford could not call 
me was that his attorneys would not permit him to do so. 
I thanked Mr. Picker for delivering the message to me. 

We then went on to talk about other things. 



EPN:mb 




May 15, 196; 


176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 
ROCKVILLE .CENTRE, L. I..N.Y. 


; A. is on - Stores, Inc. 

kOC Washington Ave. 

My good friend, Paul Franklin, is very much interested 
in kncau..g the exact weight in grains of your original CSA 
half Dollar. Do you have it, and could you give it to me? 

In addition, could you let us have all the dope on this piece, 
the complete pedigree from the guy that got it in change, up 
to wherever you got it (B.G.Johnson?), when you got it, the* 
Johnson AV cr asking price (if not top secret), and what you 
feel it would be worth today, if for sale, which of course it 
isn’tl All this is for a Franklin-Ford project, partly in¬ 
spired by the recent article in "The Numismatist" (I guess); 

(if possible) all the other data, and hold on to it. I*m not 
quite sure what he has in mind, but I can guess; in any event, 

I will give him nothing but the weight info at present. When 
I find cut the whole score, I'll advise you in full, before 
----- any information. 

Dees the reference to the “third 51 original specimen in 
“Tie Numismatist" write-up (the one in plastic, etc., re¬ 
ported stolen) mean anything to you? 

The Boyd operation is coming to a head. 1 plan to spend 
most of my time on it from now on (no sales or lists this 
year). The bag problem is what is Mrs. Aorweb wants in the 

Massachusetts SiA/er, etc. Your long au~ continued patience 
will net go unrewarded. 

There is a deal that might be available, if you have any 
money, and if I can get the notes. The rarest (and among the 
earliest' Salt Lake City, Utah, Mormon notes were the "Counter 
signed" Xirtland bills, issued initially on January 10, 1849; 
seme 25e of these were put into circulation by th~ fall of that 
year. They are regular Kirtland notes, countersigned by 
Zrigham You g, Heber C. Kimball and New.A_ X. V/hitney, and 

?et :— ac t .; Bullock. According to 

the F. Y. Feu records, taken from files in the Church Histcr- 
~~~ - - • A--- (ag. 68, "Utah Him;. Quarterly," January, 1 a£> 
"Corn at Currency in Early Utah, a L. £. Arrington) only 20 
C/3 Kurtland notes were not redeemed and destroyed. Up to 








JOH.n J. FORD, JR. 


Pago 2 - vj. Eric P. Newman. 


February of this year, none were known to me or anyone else. 

Then, a descendant of one of the validators (name not yet 
positively ascertained), showed up with . ird of six s - . s 
of 5 each (fi. f2., $3., $5. and $10.), pins a few cell 

.-al in sac. -. I . 

.ia collector has another, one was given to 

the daughter of the finder and is not for sale, another was 
solo to Fred Marckoff, and the fifth is held by a guy who wants 
$2,500. for it. The sixth set was assembled from odd notes that 
were sold wo different people, and I believe is available. If 
I can get it, the price is $1,550. net. 1 can't lay this out at 
present - Irving stupidly gotten involved in Flint Lock and Per¬ 
cussion gun collecting, and in nice and deep re U. S. Martial 
items I wnougnt that you would like to know about this deal, 
gew the set and an extra note or two for that money, 
and I need the extra ncte(s) as varieties (plain and ANTI-BANKING 


I have a hunch that the hoard represents notes outstand¬ 
ing, plus a few that showed up after the fire diem down. The 

3 in ive deno.oi ke sp - tl Ls ser 

The Mormon Temple Museum won*t pay the $1,500. asked 
them, but would like somebody to buy and donate them. I guess 
thsy will have to wait a long time. Remember, this is a "Prior 
Sale" sort of thing, as I haven't the notes to deliver, as yet, 
but hope to corral them. 

Old nan Brand has the Brasher Doubloon buried deep in a 
Safe Deposit Vault. 1 have three relatives working on him, and 
on the damn ----- - \ ill ill 1 

photos you. want. Horace, of course, doesn’t care about research, 

j) etc. c ncy, and 

that only half interests him. Be patient hero tool 

Mow is who great expose' re the 1804 frauds coning? 


Say “hello" to your good wife. 


JJF:an 







Er.;c P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 








electro ia in ev: .ranee i... the above ease, I 

1 that th e first -::t p’-. the enclosed copy 
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the relationship of Pc A. Franklin end John J«Ford,Jr* 
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NUMISMATIC INFORMATION SERVICE 


APPRAISALS 
PEDIGREEING 
AUTHENTICATION 
RESEARCH AND 
PREPARATION OF 
ARTICLES 
ILLUSTRATIONS 
MUSEUM COUNSELING 


32-42 33rd Street 
Astoria, New York 11106 
Telephone: (212) 274-1431 or 552-1047 
UNDER DIRECTION OF DON TAXAY 
Former Curator Chase Manhattan Bank 
Money Museum 


Jan. 30, 1968 


Mr. John J. Ford Jr. 
176 Hcnlrickson Ave. 
Rockville Centre, II.Y. 

Dear John: 


As requested by you, I have studied the various exhibits 
relating to the controversial l.'.'I. Assay Office hoard. These in¬ 
clude reports by Walter Breen and yourself, photos of the various 
hoard pieces (many of which were already familiar to me through 
my researches in the A.H.S. negative file), a Moffat & Co. die, 
a large cent overstamped on the reverse by the above die and on 
the obverse by an Assay Office obverse die for a double eagle, 
and two double eagle coins in the possession of Harry Forman, 
which are from the same group as the Garland coin and, for study 
purpose, comparable to it. I have also examined in superimposition, 
enlarged transparencies of two Assay Office double eagles, one a 
Franklin hoard piece, the other a coin of unquestioned character. 

I should state at the outset that my conclusions have been drawn 
from numismatic evidence alone, and not from any collateral 
argument such as that of pedigree. For genuine coins as well 
as counterfeits have been known to give rise to tall tales. For 
example, tlie recently publicized Brasher doubloon is neither a 
doubloon nor, as alleged, traceable to George Washington, but we 
do not on that account condemn it. similarly, if you had asked 
my opinion of the pedigrees supplied by Paul Franklin with respect 
to the Assay Office hoard, I would have expressed my skepticism. 

But, as I understcind it, this is. not the subject before the arbi¬ 
tration panel, which has rather been formed for the purpose of 
authenticating the hoard coin now owned by Paul Garland. 

On the basis of ny own: examination of the subject, 
supplemented by Walter Breen’s die study and the affidavits of 
Prof, VJoodbur.y an I other qualified experts, I would not hesitate 
to pronounce the hoard genuine. 

The allegation that these coins have boon struck from 
counterfeit dies, male in turn from genuine coins is demonstrably 
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false. The lack of perceptible shrinkage, or of any loss of 
detail in such a highly complex design as the engine-turned 
reverse, prove, beyond possible refutation, that such was 
not the case. I have heard it alleged that counterfeiters, 
using the methods of dentistry, can compensate for shrinkage, 
but this must be true only with regard to overall circumference. 

A false coin in which this compensation had been obtained would 
show a side rim, but a comparative diminution of all its details, 
the diminution becoming more marked as it moved away from the 
center. 


Again, if counterfeit dies had been made by some 
impact reproduction process, using a genuine coin as a hub, 
there would also be much loss of detail, or, in lieu, evidence 
of hand finishing. 

Of course, there may be other supe ior reproduction 
techniques of which we are not fully aware. For example, I 
understand that dies made by the electroforming technique have 
been successfully employed by a Hew York company to strike 
soft-metal "replicas" of ancient coins. And if we want to become 
theoretical, that is fanciful, we can doubtless conjure up still 
more sophisticated techniques. Yet, in the case of the Assay 
Office hoard, cur common sense would dictate that we dismiss 
all idea of transfer processess because of the large number of 
different die strikes we are dealing with, and the lack, in 
every instance, of a known prototype. Let us ask a very 
preliminary question. If all of these coins were made from 
false dies, mr.de in turn from genuine coins, then where 0 where 
are the genuine coins? Did someone find a cache of unique coins, 
and then, assuming he were able to do so (which when his neces¬ 
sary inventory is analyzed becomes inconceivable) go to the 
fantastic expense of making false dies from each? And if he 
did, then I should like to know why. For if he succeeded in 
making a unique or semi-unitue counterfeit from each pair of 
dies, he would ever afterwards be forced to hide his genuine coins 
to conceal the evidence that a comp; rison of the real to the 
false would doubtless betray. This could only be the pastime 
of a very prosperous madman, and of one also who had at his 
disposal ways and means utterly beyond our present knowledge 
and, indeed, conception. Yet it is the hypothesis we must 
accept if we wish to condemn the hoard or any part of it. And 
it cannot be overemphasized, as Walter Dreen has demonstrated 
in his excellent analysis of matrix progression, that any 
conclusion of genuineness or falsity must be applied to the 
entire hoard. There can be no separate conclusion with regard 
to this or that coin. 

As I understand it, the contention that false dies had 
been used to make the Assay Office double eagles was based primar¬ 
ily on two technical noints, first the existence of certain common 
flaws in different working dies, and, secondly, the peculiar 
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clrracter of the reeding. As to the first point, it may be 
answered that since complete hubs were used b.y the Assay 
Office, there is r.o reason to think that such flaws could not 
originate in a. genuine hub or master die. Minor examples of 
this phenomenon can be cited among the regular issue U.S. coins, 
.‘.nd we should not wonder that the Assay Office, with its limited 
facilities, would be willing to use a hub or master die even with 
an advanced flaw. More specifically, the existence of the same 
"dent" on a Mint collection coin as on the Assay Office double 
eagles (where, interestingly, it was given as evidence of falsity) 
should suffice to annihilate this line of argument. Again, the 
peculiarity of the collar used for the hoard double eagles does 
not prove anything since widely divergent collars were sometimes 
used even on the same issue of U.fi. mint coins (e.g. the 1837 
half dollar.) And if, as everything ould indicate, the Assay 
Office coins in question are of ;.n experimental nature, the 
peculiarity of the collar seems still less "peculiar." 

To my knowledge,no charge of restriking has been 
preferred against the Assay Office hoard. IJor does it seem to 
me that any such charge could be responsibly made unless one 
could produce either the requisite dies and munches, or original 
impressions which, by their very fabric, reveal an earlier 
period of manufacture. Any allega ion of restriking unaccom¬ 
panied by such exhibits would be baseless and would not merit 
refutation. This notwithstanding, it is desirable that we 
marshall such evidence against the possibility of restriking 
as is readily available to us. First, the condition of the 
dies which struck the-»various hoard pieces was not what one 
would expect after a period of more than a century. Of course, 
the dies might have been greased, but if so then why was the 
one matrix which'did turn up in the hoard so incredibly rusted 
that it could only be identified after the most drastic cleaning? 
More important, the large cent which has been overstruck on the 
reverse by the same die shows no evidence of die rust, but does 
show v/hat appears to both ./alter Bre^n and myself to be a 
genuine pat.ination which could only have been acquired after a 
good many years. Thirdly, the maker of the hoard coins must have 
had in his possession not only an enormous number of dies, but 
also various of Albert Kuner's munches, which are- known'to have 
been destroyed by fire in 1911 . 
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I note, somewhat unhappily, that you have brought the matter 
of the Assay Office double eagles to the attention of the Hint Bureau. 
It strikes me, especially after reading the comments of the Director of 
that Bureau, that the Mint is altogether unqualified to arbitrate 
issues involving 19th century technology. For example, in Miss Adams' 
letter to you of 7/27/67, she states that "it was not until just prior 
to the passage of the Act of 1873, that other refining methods (i.e. 
other than cupellation — D.T.) employing acid processes, provided for 
the separation and purification of gold and silver." Tiiis is absolute¬ 
ly incorrect. Nitric acid refining was practiced in the Mint from its 
earliest days. During the period of the first Mint, copper was used 
to form copper nitrate in order to release the silver from solution. 
Then, when Franklin Peale returned from Europe in 1835j the Mint 
adopted the more advanced technique that was being used, by P.W. John¬ 
son's refinery in London. This obviated the need for furnace refining, 
and permitted the recovery of the nuarted silver by means of common 
salt. The silver nitrate was subjected to a strong solution of 
sodium chloride, which produced silver chloride and nitrate of soda. 
Finally, the silver chloride was treated with granulated zinc, pro¬ 
ducing sine chloride and pure metallic silver. But surely I need not 
tell you all this, especially as I have documented it in great detail 
in my U.S. Mint and Coinage. 

,/'e nov; come to the second, very gross error in the Director's 
thinking, this with regard to the experimental alloys used in the 
hoard double eagles. The significance of these alloys has been very 
much misunderstood. Miss Adams, referring to the three coins which 
have been analyzed at finenesses of .880, .8^0 and .916, states: 

"rjince the three alloys would be indistinguishable in their manufac¬ 
turing and coining properties, it is not likely that any mint v/ould 
have considered making them as 'experimental alloys.'" Then, in 
order to justify her statement, she goes on to suggest that the 
laboratory rounded off the figures to the nearest Hundredth, giving 
a false appearance of exactitude. 

I understand from you that the laboratory has confirmed the 
fact that its results were calculated to the thousanlth and not to 
the hundredth as Miss Adams suggests. This very important point now 
clarified, we can proceed to the first of the Director's contentions, 
that "since the three alloys would be indistinguishable in their 
manufacturing and coLning properties, it is not likely that any mint 
would have considered making them as 'experimental alloys.'" Miss 
Adams is not only confusing our present metallurgical knowledge with 
that of an earlier period, but is completely unaware of the histor¬ 
ical circumstances and determining factors of the latter, bhe might 
be informed, for example, that in 1835 the Philadelphia Mint struck 
six different quarter eagles in experimental alloys of so slight 
a difference that only various numbers of pin-point pricks impressed 
into each could differentiate them. 
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VJhat are the criteria by '.:hich an alloy is selected? 
Appearance is one. Another is how well it resists the effects 
of attrition. Still another, and one that was especially 
important during the l°th century, is how well it receives an 
impression. These are general consideradons, but to their 
ranks we must be prep?.rel to admit others also if circumstances 
warrant. The U.3. Assay Office is a case in point. During 
1851 and I 852 we find the contractors, Moffat & Co., regularly 
striking coins of .880, .884 and .887 fineness. And here we 
are dealing not with experiments, but with mint practice I The 
reasons, of course, are to be found in Moffat and Co.'s cost 
controls and the comparative availability of refining acids 
which were habitually in short supply. And this brings us 
back to your experimental double eagles, and the reason why, 
in my opinion, they were struck. 

It is well known that in September I 852 , Acting Sec¬ 
retary of the Treasury Hoige instructed the Collector of Customs 
at San Francisco that Congress had prohibited him from receiving 
the issues of the U.S. Assay Office. In point of fact, Congress 
had done no such thing, but only insisted that all payments of 
public dues be made with standard (i.e. .900 fine) coins. At 
the time, the Assay Office had been striking coins of a fineness 
as high as .887, but in the eyes cf the Treasury Depai'tment (at 
least of that day!) a disparity ofl3/l0C0ths was sufficient cause 
to demonitize the issue. Of course, when pushed to the wall, the 
Assay Office did indeed come up with .900 fine coins since these 
’..•ere reouired by the merchants who depended so greatly on imports 
But if the Customs House demanded .900 fine coins,' the public at 
l^arge did not. They were content if their coins contained full 
face value. Therefore, the Assay Office, which was neither 
bound by law to issue . 9 OO fine coins, nor prohibited by contract 
from striking coins under their private name, prepared to do both 
Ac you know, there are in the Connecticut Ctate Library, U.S. 
Assay Office die impressions of an eagle and half eagle of 1853, 
complete in every way cave for the fineness which was still 
undecided. Moreover, the 1853 Moffat <5- Co. double eagle, and 
the existence of a die impression of the same year for a Moffat 
& Co. half eagle, show what the contractors finally adopted as 
the best solution to the problem. They would issue on demand 
the .900 fine Assay Office coins required for public dues, and, 
for the rest, coins of a lesser fineness which bore their own 
imprint. This was both profitable and practicable, and, as I have 
said, completely within their legal rights. In this connection 
we should recall also that while John L. Moffat had left the firm 
in February IC 52 , Curtis, Perry o: Ward retained the right to use 
the Moffat name. This they did with considerable foresight, and 
doubtless because even then they contemplated the resumption of 
coinage under their own name. 
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And so, no you will no loubt agreo, it nil hangs 
together, inclu ling the experimental alloys and nil the other 
delightfully strange artifacts in tlie hoard. I cannot imagine 
how any w one ’.:it)i numismatic knowledge and all of your evidence 
at his disposal can po-sibly form an opinion unf vorable to the 
coins. i'lie case for their genuineness is ove rv. helming and 
irrefutable . And you may be interested in knowing that one 
member of the arbitration panel has already confidel to mo his 
faith in their genuineness. I do not know what more I can add 
except, perhaps, a word of praise for the very thorough manner 
in which you .and A. Iter Breen have prepared the case for the 
defense. 


Your s sincerelvy___ 
Don Taxay C _ ) 


P.S. I have passed over a number of minor matters such as the 
helical lines, as they have been more than adequately dealt with 
in your report. 
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money for rare and unusual coins, have all too often almost no inkling 
of basic, detailed or scientific numismatics. Too few among the 
collectors found at any regional or national convention today have, 
for example, read Eric P. Newman’s masterpiece, The Secret of the 
Good Samaritan Shilling, and fewer still have really understood it. 
The same might be said in reference to the splendidly conceived 
and executed studies of Walter H. Breen, or of the recently published 
Judd work on Patterns, or, in general, of the basic standard cata¬ 
logues and guide books. It is impossible to fully comprehend the 
hobby of numismatics, not to mention the science, without under¬ 
standing how coins are made (and in the process often fouled up), 
how they have been (and are continuing to be) counterfeited for 
the purpose of deceiving collectors and the public generally, and 
what the real story is behind many of the forgeries, “novodels,” 
pieces de caprice, alterations, and other dishonest numismatic pro¬ 
duce which have always been with us—often under the aegis of a 
distinguished pedigree. 

The resurgence of interest in coin collecting and numismatics has 
resulted in a series of books which include not only several splendid 
and definitive monographs, but also a host of “beginner” and general 
books. Unfortunately, however, none of these answer a great many 
of the questions that are asked every day. Eric Newman and 
Kenneth Bressett can write a meticulous work like The Fantastic 
1804 Dollar, which explodes what might be called “the B. Max Mehl 
school of numismatic mish-mash,” but their monumental efforts can¬ 
not, for instance, be fully understood or appreciated without a great 
deal of fundamental knowledge. The 1804 Dollar tome concerns 
itself with ante-dated restrikes and novodels (alias Mint-made struck 
copies), official chicanery and duplicity, and with the confusion and 
ignorance of numerous well-known numismatic personalities. But 
where, except in a few specialized and almost inaccessible articles, 
can the new collector (or the old) locate the background data that 
constitute the fist in the Newman-Bressett gauntlet? Where are casts, 
struck U.S. counterfeits, hubbing, explosive impact copying, and the 
electrotype process of reproduction explained? No single article, no 
part of any text, no dealer’s catalogue or list . . . nothing published in 
American Numismatics, including the standardized guides carried by 
every collector and referred to by every professional, provides us 








WASHINGTON COUNTERSTAMPED COIN, EIGHT PRESIDENTS MEDALS 

Pa^cYUi- 


Lot No. 203 









203 1962 Washington Counterstamp. B.1058. GEORGE WASHINGTON around a civilian bust in circular depressio: 

^j^verse of a 1797 British cartwheel Twopence. Choice Uncirculated, with mint red remaining in the protected ai 
sides. As struck in January, 1962 by Paul Franklin, Sr., one of two given to Ford and Bashlow, the third retained.^ 


c 


204 1856 Eight Presidents Medal. B.221D. Unsigned reverse. White metal. Plain edge. 46.1 mm. Choice Uncir§ 

Bright pewter silver in color on both sides, with considerable reflectivity and original mint lustre showing. From thejB 
“Unsigned Reverse,” lacking the name of the engraver, W.H. Bridgens, New York. Like the Manly medals that lac£ 
lisher’s name, the engraver’s name on the Eight Presidents medal can be seen, faintly, even on those that are said tola 
another, see Scott:506. These appear to be quite rare. 

Ex F.C.C. Boyd Estate. 


EXTREMELY RARE EIGHT PRESIDENTS MEDAL 
The Crosby-Garrett Bronzed Copper Specimen 



1856 Eight Presidents Medal. B.221F. Signed reverse. Bronzed copper. Plain edge. 45.6 mm. Very CM 
circulated. A lovely, rich mahogany brown specimen with a great pedigree. Very well struck. Also from thejr 
Reverse,” with portions of the engraver’s name still legible under magnification. Extremely rare: missing fraud! 
iviere, Witham, Collins, Steinberg, and Scott sales. Unknown to Baker in copper. We have auction records ofod 
piece. This is only the third time in 122 years this piece has traded hands. 

Ex Garrett Collection (Bowers & Ruddy, March 25, 1981, lot 1819); earlier, ex Sylvester S. Crosby Collection (William Haseltm, Jun$ 
380). 










Ddn Brown 
1532 Broadway 
Denver, Colorado 


March litli, 1 


Dear Don: 

I wish to rnaKo a final report with record to the i'.N.G. Arbi trn tion Commi ttee, 
which was appointed to handle me. so-called Garland/Ryan problem. 

I have Just met with Ronnie Carr In my office, and no advised me that ho has 
already sent a copy of tno Arbif.ra11on Decision to you and to John ford. I 
requested tnat ho send a copy to Dave Shapiro and flax Senwartz. This ho 
agreed to do. 

Although Mr. Carr stated that neither ho nor the panel wished to ; ut any other 
Information in wri i !nylnmal which is covered by the aforementioned report, he 
did have other information that, he would and could give orally. 

Apparently one result of the panels investigation was continued disagreement 
and continued confusion wlth regard to the genuiness of the Gar Iand/R/an coin. 

As far as i could ascertain, from my verbal discussion with Mr. Carr, tho panel 
had no concrete evidence that the coin v/os genuine and on the other hand, they 
had no concrete e-'ctlienco that tho coin was false. They fee! that considerable 
more investigation and expensive tests must i>e done. Ho did imply to no that 
thlo additional effort would very 'probably be carried forth by one of our 
Government Agencies. 

Tho panel, of course, was unoninous that tho Gnrland/fv/nn coin is not a Proof 
coin, 

fir. Carr did return to ina the Subject coin purchased by Mr. Garland, which 
had been supplied to the panel to aid in their investigation. 

I an j sending this coin to Mr. Paul Garland by registered - air mail. 

Mr. Carr feels the panel had gone as far as It can go In this matter and 
now considers the pane 1 closed or disbanded. . 

SI nc.cre I y , 


cc: Do-!a Shapiro 
John Ford 


LEO A. YOUNG - NUMISMATIST 



Feb. 16, 1968 

Mr. John J. Ford Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Ave. 

Rockville Centre, N.Y. 

Dear John: 


With regard to the "decision" reached by 
Messrs. Carr, Bergen, and Merkin, that the R.yan-Garland 
specimen of the 1853 Assay Office double eagle is not a 
proof coin, we should like to state: 

1) That during the inquiry on Feb. 15, the 
Carr—Bergen—Merkin panel asked us to explain the criteria 
by which a genuine proof coin can be determined; 

2) That, in response, we explained said criteria, 
and the methods of manufacture involved in producing same, 
and also dispelled the erroneous notion expressed by Mr. 
Carr that "proof" was a condition as is "uncirculated"; 

3) That we further explained that exceptional 
proofs exist which are devoid of one or more of the usual 
characteristics; 

4 ) That we stated as the one unequivocal 
criterion the fact that oroof coins receive multiple 
impressions from the dies, ani that these impressions, 
being microscopically misaligned, can be detected under 
powerful magnification; 

5 ) l'hat, notwithstanding the obvioais confusion 
of the panel as to what constitutes a genuine proof, and 
the fact that between the time of the inquiry and that 
of their decision they did not even see the Ryan-Garland 
coin., they saw fit to adjudge it to be a non-proof. 

This is the final joke in the comedy of errors 
that have characterized this whole proceeding. We find, 
incidentally, that at least one member of the panel, 

Mr. Carr, has by his own admission, not even read the 
report prepared by Walter Breen on the Franklin hoard 
of Assay Office coins. And Carr is the chairman of the 
pane11 

All of which is submitted for your interest by 

Bon Taxay 


Walter Breen 
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Kerch 8th, 1963 


TO - THE GARLAND-RYAN ARD STRAYS OH Kl.lL - nwlo CARR 

ih.:.., jergeh 

• leaver r.£.*;;;:N 

-c^Dcor. Panel Members: 

.?*§ | Your Chai riv.s.j, Ronnie Carr, c&ko a.n. xy oyfl'ow recently to re-asm sundry 
^. I terns I had ■;/.•. piled him with ro 0 ....alro tin.: controversy, as wall as to 
^present me with a sieved copy cv yv.;.’ docisicn c.. this problem. 

M§ 

i 


To say I was disappointed, is to pet it but -...I telly. 


! received and heard many praiseworthy cc.:v.:er,ts regarding the reality, 
integrity and forthrightness of you three men. S volt wo had awn or such 
calibre that they could r.os bo hvshakletcd, bluffed, coerced, or decked 
into o corner* 

«1 || ... 

| • However, I was wrong. 

V After all the work, time, concern and nurtisoatic rational interest ..solved 
1 ^ by this problem, end then for you ...mo r/.aj to render an opinion that the 

H coln was "HOT PACGK" end nothing' wit... is, to r;.e ; a'*...act ur.be; iyvabl*. 

ft 

You well knew that was never the problem to bo considered* All cn ...ahn 
■ Ford’s early correspondence refers to this coin as Freov-Uke. 

Gar. 1 and.made the flat .charge that tne coin was false; a phony; a counterfeit 

v How, If you believe the coin "gsnu'nJ 1 why did you not say so? 

; -|t’or, if you bol loved it "false," why di you net say so? 

* 

•'With your weak .report, of only s a,.a the coin tree not a Proof, you in 
. reality ar^ evading the issue; why? ..eca.Uw you den J t u/.cvh Then say 
■•so. Because you woro scared? Then say so. 

The $600.GO you spent for tests, la re they Inconclusive? Did the-coin pass 
; or fall tho tests? Coy eo. When i okayed Rennie Carr’s request for those 
|i.tostshe..assured, aa they would L~ conclusive. If the coin passed, It was 
'genuine. If it relied, It was v u iso. Say so. 

W • 

dare you spend $600.00 on that basis end then totally ignore the tests? 











Not mention them or.d actually pret 
least as far as any report to n.o Is 


you cl!c!.i 8 1 have the tests made, at 


* 'Wt, l : , f 


V:/ 


The Gsrland-Ryan Arbitration Panel 

Page f-2 

March 8th, i960 


Ronnie Carr rx'miw .J to r,;a fclr-t * f r.o tii. : was any roquost made of mo, not ... 

fulfilled. I at hi s request, at various tines; money, other coins, 

letters of apology, made all my Plca-tr Col lection available to him, got ■ 

him the co~cporetion of many who had been ui.co-operotlve, and, again, £ did 
fill to his satisfaction every request he mac- of mo for assistance, of { y 
any end ail: kinds. Ronnie ACMiVC this. 


However, gentlemen, your work on the panel is dons. I wish 5 did not have p. 

to criticla- your job. 5 do want to thank you for your time spent. j ■ 


However, cr.o final thing is in order. 

Based on your "report" as my guide, ! think you cue John ford a warm letter 
for his patience, perseverance, and the terrible maligning he suffered by 
innuendo. Apparently, he came through this ordeal with his position intact. 



Sincerely, 


LEO A. YOURS 





